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Extracts  from  the  U.S.  P.O.D.  Bill  Books, 
1870-1897,  Especially  Relating  to  the  Cardboard 
“Proofs,”  1879-1894,  and  the  Special 
Printings,  1875,  et  seq. 

by  GEORGE  W.  BRETT 


HE  Essay-Proof  Society  is  pleased  to  publish  this  landmark  study  by  noted  U.S. 
specialist  George  W.  Brett  in  compliment  to  the  World  Columbian  Stamp  Expo 
’92  to  be  held  in  Chicago  May  22-31,  1992.  The  analysis  of  the  U.S.  archival  “Bill 
Books”  is  divided  into  two  parts.  This  first  installment  contains  transcriptions  from  the 
Books  and  an  analysis  of  their  contents  as  related  to  the  famous  cardboard  “proofs”  of 
1879-1894,  including  those  of  the  Columbian  series.  The  second  installment  will  deal  with 
the  relationship  to  the  Special  Printings  of  1875,  et  seq— their  purpose  and  contemporary 
writings  about  them.  A selected  list  of  references  follows  this  first  installment  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  reader;  a complete  list  will  follow  the  second  installment. 


Introduction 

OR  most  of  the  stamp-issuing  period  of  the  19th  century,  U.S.  production  was  done  by 
assorted  bank  note  companies.  For  that  span  of  time,  available  information  has  been 

spotty,  with  a number  of  still-puzzling  areas  remaining.  This  study  considers  several  of 

the  problems  of  the  latter  part  of  the  period,  using  records  which  have  not  yet  been  fully  utilized 
by  the  philatelic  community. 

We  shall  begin  by  using  as  our  factual  base  a set  of  copies  of  the  Bill  Books  of  the  Third 
Assistant  Postmaster  General  of  the  U.S.  Post  Office  Department  for  the  period  1870  to  1897. 
They  will  be  supplemented  by  such  other  information  that  we  can  bring  to  bear,  including  the 
work  of  others  before  us.  This  is  the  culmination  of  several  investigations  coming  together  over 
a period  of  many  years.  We  finally  feel  that  we  have  enough  basis  to  present  a fairly  good  “story” 
even  if  it  has  to  be  tantalizingly  incomplete  in  some  respects. 


The  Bill  Books  Defined 

First,  what  are  the  Bill  Books?  As  best  we  can  determine,  they  comprise  copy  recordings 
of  postal  bills  presented  for  payment  by  contractors  and/or  other  suppliers  of  assorted  material. 
These  records  also  give  the  quantities  delivered  during  the  stated  periods.  Dates  of  approval  for 
payment  are  also  noted  for  most.  These  records  were  made  and  maintained  in  the  offices  of  the 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  (3rd  Asst.  PMG),  apparently  to  provide  a ready  running 
source  of  information.  They  relate  specifically  to  the  production  of  stamped  paper  in  all  forms, 
viz.:  postage  stamps  (ordinaries,  dues,  special  deliveries,  officials,  and  newspapers  and  periodi- 
cals), stamped  envelopes,  postal  cards,  and  some  unstamped  envelopes  for  official  use.  The  lat- 
ter included  office  envelopes  listed  in  five  numbered  categories  plus  dead  letter  envelopes, 
registered  package  envelopes,  and  the  enigmatic  “W.W.” 
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At  this  time  the  original  Bill  Books  are  in  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.  and 
comprise  part  of  Record  Group  28,  which  is  assigned  to  the  U.S.  Post  Office  Department,  and 
still  more  specifically  they  are  part  of  the  “Records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Third  Assistant  Post- 
master General.”  They  are  listed  as  follows: 

Vol.  1.  Fiscal  Year  1871  (starting  July  1,  1870)  to  Dec.  31,  1875,  total  of  124  pages  of  data  (the 
pages  are  numbered  to  p.  281  but  many  are  blank). 

Vol.  2.  January  1,  1876,  to  Dec.  31,  1879,  144  pages  of  data  but  pages  are  not  numbered. 

Vol.  3.  Identified  on  title  page  as  1881-1884;  however,  the  first  pages  comprise  entries  starting  in 
October  1879.  Thus  there  is  some  overlap  with  Vol.  2 but  there  is  no  duplication  of  the 
data.  Total  of  176  unnumbered  pages  to  Dec.  31,  1883. 

Vol.  4.  January  1,  1884,  to  Dec.  31,  1888,  229  unnumbered  pages. 

Vol.  5.  January  1,  1889,  to  March  31,  1893,  ca.  225  unnumbered  pages. 

Vol.  6.  Some  overlap  in  time  with  Vol.  5 as  it  starts  with  March  31,  1893,  but  the  data  is  not  dupli- 
cated. Goes  to  June  30,  1897.  Ca.  225  pages,  unnumbered. 

Then  there  is  an  odd  one  designated  as: 

Vol.  3.  1898-1900,  Relating  to  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam,  and  the  Philippine  Islands.  21  pages. 
Includes  postal  cards,  stamped  envelopes,  and  postage  stamps  but  not  complete  as  the 
other  volumes  have  not  been  found. 

The  total  for  the  United  States  is  about  1,125  pages  of  data.  One  caveat:  In  this  presenta- 
tion we  shall  only  consider  U.S.  entries  relating  to  postage  stamps— not  to  stamped  envelopes, 
postal  cards,  and  the  other  assorted  envelopes  and  miscellaneous  items.  We  also  note  that  in  the 
extracted  records  the  word  “specimen”  is  frequently  used.  Philatelically  this  has  ordinarily 
meant  stamped  paper  so  marked  with  this  word  but  that  is  not  the  case  here  except  for  the 
Departmental  special  printings.  Instead,  “specimen”  simply  means  “sample,”  or  “example,”  and 
the  items  involved  are  not  specially  marked  in  any  way. 

Volume  1 

The  first  entry  in  Bill  Book  Vol.  1 is  a listing  of  postage  stamps  furnished  during  the  quarter 
ending  Sept.  30,  1870,  and  this  page,  numbered  11,  also  includes  the  first  entry  of  special  interest, 
with  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  as  contractor: 

“20,000  Impressions  on  India 
proof  paper— Special  order 
$3.75  per  M $75. ” 

We  translate  this  as  representing  2,000  each  of  the  current  postage  stamps  in  denomina- 
tions of  Ic,  2c,  3c,  6c,  10c,  12c,  15c,  24c,  30c,  and  90c.  Considering  the  large  quantity,  we  also 
figure  these  as  prints  taken  from  plates  and  being  of  the  1870  series  of  ordinary  stamps. 

The  next  entry  of  interest  is  on  page  23.  For  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1871,  with  the 
bill  approved  April  5,  1871: 


“To  1000  impressions  7c  stamps 
on  India  Proof  paper 
do.  single  (?) 4.00” 


There  is  a question  as  to  the  last  two  words  so  this  part  of  the  page  is  illustrated  as  Figure  1 and 
readers  can  make  their  own  interpretation.  The  1,000  instead  of  the  2,000  for  the  other  denomi- 
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nations  earlier  may  simply  have  been  an  effort  to  match  up  the  quantity  of  the  first  batch 
remaining  at  the  time  of  the  second  order. 

Page  85  of  Vol.  1 is  shown  in  Figure  2.  This  gives  the  record  of  stamps  turned  over  by  the 
National  Bank  Note  Co.  to  D.M.  Boyd,  Stamp  Agent  of  the  U.S.  POD  at  New  York  on  May 
1,  1873,  at  the  expiration  of  their  contract  at  25/2  c per  M. 

Page  121.  This  page  presents  the  deliveries  of  postage  stamps  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec. 
31,  1875,  with  the  following  interesting  credit  item: 

“By  1,022,345  postage  stamps  (35,600  seven  cent;  503,475  twenty-four  cent;  415,000  thirty 
cent;  and  68,170  ninety-cent)  turned  over  by  the  Department  to  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany on  the  1st  of  October  1873,  (being  balance  remaining  at  that  time  of  the  stock  received  from 
the  National  Bank-Note  Company.)  at  14.99  cents  per  thousand  153.25” 

The  POD  paid  for  these  stamps  at  the  rate  of  25/2  c per  M.  (the  contract  rate  with  National) 
but  gave  them  to  Continental  at  their  contract  rate  of  14.99c  per  M.  Of  course,  when  Continen- 
tal subsequently  issued  them  to  postmasters  it  also  would  be  at  their  14.99c  rate. 

On  page  159  is  reported  the  first  shipments  of  official  stamps  to  the  nine  different  govern- 
ment agencies  involved,  being  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1874,  at  80c  per  1,000:  “.  . . as  for 
articles  purchased  under  emergency  for  immediate  use.”  In  other  words,  the  production  of  these 
stamps  was  not  included  in  the  current  postage  stamp  contract  and  so  had  to  be  obtained  by 
another  arrangement. 

Page  213  had  the  following  items  for  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1875,  Continental  Bank 
Note  Co.  contractors: 

“Postage  Stamps  of  the  invention  of  Chas.  F.  Steel  of  N.Y.  purchased  in  open  market  under 
exigency  for  experiment  and  supplied  to  postmasters  on  regular  orders  along  with  ordinary 
stamps,  for  sale  to  the  public.  Purchased  from  Cont.  Bank  Note  Co.  Bill  approved  and  allowed 
by  order  of  PM.  General  April  14,  75.— Stamps  supplied  during  qr.  end’g  Mar.  31,  ’75 

“20,000,000  Three -cent  stamps  at  22.99  per  thousand  $4,598.00” 

What  were  these  20  million  3-centers?  Without  any  good  clue,  other  than  the  time,  the  first 
quarter  of  1875,  it  is  difficult  to  know.  After  all.  Steel  had  several  patents,  and  present-day  cata- 
logues do  not  have  a special  listing  just  for  the  3c  denomination  for  any  particular  factor.  There 
are  listings  of  double,  ribbed,  and  punched  papers,  and  papers  with  silk  fibers.  With  these  to 
choose  from,  we  figure  the  double  paper.  We  are  also  swayed  by  the  record  in  Luff,  1943  p.  100, 
of  a report  of  January  1877  referring  to  a 20  million  release,  at  this  approximate  period  of  time, 
of  a double  paper  issue.  In  addition.  Turner,  1961,  p.  249,  mentions  issuance  of  28  million  double 
paper  stamps  in  the  same  period. 
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On  page  227  we  have,  as  of  June  30,  1875,  a bill  approved  July  6,  1875,  which  includes  the 
following  notation: 

“(The  above  bill  is  inclusive  of  10,000  stamps  of  each  denomination  {except  the  5 ct)  ordered 
as  specimens  and  delivered  to  the  Department /or  sale  to  Stamp  gatherers.  T 


This,  the  first  entry  for  what  amounted  to  an  early  philatelic  agency,  included  as  a fet 
hatch  to  the  3rd  Asst.  PMG  the  following  denominations:  Ic,  2c  brown,  3c,  6c,  7c,  lOc,  12c,  , 

f^  a^d  90c  issue  of  1870,  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  contractors.  Also  with  this  quarterly 
bUtog  Lord  is  the  following  notation,  as  with  the  prior  quarter,  but  a different  date  and 


italicization: 
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“Postage  stamps  of  the  invention  of  Chas.  F.  Steel  of  N.Y.  purchased  in  open  market,  under 
exigency,  for  experiment,  and  supplied  to  postmasters  on  regular  orders,  along  with  ordinary 
stamps  for  sale  to  the  public.  — ^\\\  approved  and  allowed  per  order  of  Postmaster  General,  July 
6,  1875.— Stamps  purchased  and  supplied  during  quarter  ending  as  above.— Continental  Bank 
Note  Co.  contractors 

‘‘‘‘8,000,000  Three-cent  stamps  at  22.99  cents  per  thousand  — $1,839.20” 


This  clears  up  the  matter  of  the  special  issuance  by  providing  the  total  of  28  million,  the 
figure  given  for  the  double  paper  issues  by  Turner,  1961,  p.  249.  There  is  a possible  difference, 
however,  in  that  these  are  all  designated  as  3-centers,  with  no  indication  of  the  2c  and  other 
denominations  listed  in  the  Scott  catalogue  and  mentioned  to  some  extent  by  Sloane,  especially 
the  2c.  That  raises  the  question  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  other  listings  as  being  truly  on  dou- 
ble paper,  or  of  their  not  being  separately  billed  to  the  Department. 

Page  229  supplements  the  shipment  of  specimens  on  page  227  by  listing  the  Newspaper  and 
Periodical  stamp  specimens,  with  the  same  dates,  and  designated  as  “Number  to  Dept,  for  sale 
as  Specimens.”  In  this  instance  there  were  5,000  specimens  each  for  the  2c,  3c,  4c,  6c,  8c,  9c,  10c, 
12c,  24c,  36c,  48c,  60c,  72c,  84c,  90c;  and  500  specimens  each  for  the  $1.92c,  $3,  $6,  $9,  and  $12; 
then  100  specimens  each  for  the  $24,  $36,  $48,  and  the  $60,  billed  at  $1  per  thousand. 

Page  233,  illustrated  as  Figure  3,  lists  the  officials  supplied  to  the  POD,  overprinted  “Speci- 
men,” for  “Stamp  gatherers.”  Billed  at  80c  per  thousand  but  as  noted,  “No  extra  charge  made 
for  printing  the  word  ‘specimen,’  on  above  stamps.”  Especially  interesting  notations  are  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page: 


“Specimen  Stamps  of  issue  of  i847,  and  plates  for  same,  with  plate  for  5 cent  stamp  of  cur- 
rent issue— Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  Treasury  Dept.— Bill  presented,  and  approved 
Dec.  6,  1875. 

“For  engraving  portrait,  legends,  &c,  on  one  plate  5 cent  stamps  issue  ’47, 

50  sub.  & furnishing  steel  . . . $200.00 
“(For  engraving  portrait,  legends,  & c,  on  one  plate  10  cent  stamp  issue  ’47, 

50  sub.  & furnishing  steel . . . $200.00) 

(Note:  10c  line  dittoed  on  original  but  spelled  out  here  for  clarity.  GWB) 

“For  printing  21,450  impressions  of  above  (11,450  5 cent  and  10,000  10  cent) 

12.50 

“For  engraving  one  die  for  5-cent  (head  of  Taylor)  stamp  of  current 

series $100.00 

Total  512.50” 


It  has  been  well  known  that  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  performed  the  above 
actions  and  we  only  confirm  that  the  5c  and  10c  1847  designs  were  engraved  on  “one  plate”  as 
listed;  that  is,  one  steel  die  actually,  and  a 50-subject  plate  made  for  each  denomination.  This 
listing  also  indicates  that  the  making  of  the  5c  Taylor  die  was  done  by  the  BEP  at  about  the  same 
time,  and  the  reasoning  for  both  these  actions  will  have  to  be  found  in  any  correspondence  that 
might  still  exist  but  is  presently  unknown.  In  other  words,  why  was  this  done  by  the  BEP  instead 
of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  the  current  stamp  contractor?  The  reason  for  making  the  5c 
and  10c  die  in  the  first  place  was  the  understanding,  as  per  an  1851  affidavit  of  destruction  (Luff, 
1943,  p.  47),  that  the  original  5c  and  10c  1847  dies  and  plates  no  longer  existed.  Of  course,  this 
actually  wasn’t  the  case  in  our  opinion  for  the  original  dies.  (See  discussion  on  possible  1890s 
use  of  dies  by  Brazer,  1947b)  with  which  we  disagree  only  in  that  we  say  that  the  dies  used  were 
the  originals,  not  duplicates.) 

Page  235  lists  the  first  “special  printings”  for  the  1851  series,  including  the  two  carrier 
stamps.  We  present  this  page  as  Figure  4.  The  figure  should  speak  for  itself  except  that  the  spe- 
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Figure  3.  Page  233,  Bill  Book  No.  1. 
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Figure  4.  Page  235,  Bill  Book  No.  1. 
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cial  plates  that  were  made  up  for  the  Ic,  3c,  10c,  and  12c  ISSl’s  comprised  100  subjects  each.  The 
original  plates,  of  200  subjects,  were  made  by  the  then  contractor,  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear 
& Co.  However,  that  firm  no  longer  existed  as  such  and  the  job  wound  up  with  the  current  con- 
tractor, Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  Luff,  1943,  p.  256,  says  that  around  August  of  1874  Con- 
tinental was  sent  the  original  plates  for  the  5c,  24c,  30c,  and  90c  and  transfer  rolls  for  the  Ic,  3c, 
10c,  and  12c.  Evidently  the  plates  on  hand  for  the  latter  were  not  considered  suitable  so  new 
ones  were  made. 

We  repeat  the  two  headings  in  Figure  4 as  they  may  not  be  legible: 


“June  30,  1875 

“'‘'Specimens 

Postage  Stamps  of  the  issue  of  1851  (including  two  designs  of  carrier  Stamps  (“Eagle”  and 
“Franklin”)  furnished  for  sale  as  specimens  by  the  Department  to  Stamp  gatherers  — 
Furnished  by  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  of  New  York.  Bill  approved  July  6,  1875,  as  to 
No.  of  stamps.  Certified  for  payment  as  for  articles  purchased  in  the  open  market  under 
exigency  Aug.  5,  75.” 


“June  30,  1875. 

“Making  plates  for  Specimen  postage  stamps  of  the  issue  of  1851.  Work  performed  by  Continen- 
tal Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York,  as  for  articles  purchased  in  open  market  under 
Exigency.— Bill  certified  for  payment  August  5,  1875,  and  allowed  same  day.” 

On  page  237  the  listings  of  billings  that  pertain  to  the  preparation  of  specimens  for  sale  to 
“stamp  gatherers”  by  the  POD  continues.  We  reproduce  the  page  as  Figure  5 but  feel  that  it  is 
of  sufficient  interest  to  copy  it  so  there  can  be  no  misunderstanding  of  any  wording: 

“June  30,  1875 

“Specimens 

Stamps 

“Reproduced  plates  for  printing  specimens  of  postage  stamps  of  the  issues  of 
1861  and  1869,  and  stamps  furnished  of  those  issues  to  be  sold  by  Depart- 
ment as  specimens  to  Stamp  gatherers.— Articles  furnished  by  National 
Bank  Note  Co.  of  N.Y— Bill  certified  for  payment  as  for  articles  pur- 
chased in  open  market  and  ordered  paid  July  22,  1875. 

“For  reproducing  the  following  plates,  viz.: 

1-cent,  2-cent,  5-cent,  10-cent,  12-cent  (100  Stamps  on  each  plate) 

issue  of  1861. 

1-cent  (150  stamps  on  plate)  issue  of  1869. 

15-cent  (border)  (150  ) " " 1869. 

“7  plates  in  all  at  $100  per  plate $700.00 

“Furnishing 

100,000  stamps  (10,000  ea.  1,  2,  3,  5,  10,  12,  15,  24,  30,  & 90-cent) 

issue  of  1861. 

100,000  " (10,000  ea.  1,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12,  15,  24,  30,  & 90-cent) 

issue  of  1869. 


200,000  " in  all,  at  80  cents  per  thousand  160.00 

Total  860.00” 


“Specimen  postage  stamps  of  the  issue  of  1865,  furnished  to  the  Dept,  for 
sale  as  specimens  — by  National  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York.— Certified 
for  payment  and  allowed  as  for  articles  purchased  in  open  market  under 
exigency.  Aug.  5,  ’75. 

“10,000  five-cent  stamps.  Newspaper  issue  of  1865 

10,000  ten-  " 

10,000  twenty-five  " 


30,000  stamps  in  all,  at  $1.50  per  thousand 


$45.00” 
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Figure  5.  Page  237,  Bill  Book  No.  1. 
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This  page  completed  the  initial  printings  of  the  specimen  project  for  “stamp  gatherers.” 
Supplementary  printings  would  follow  as  required  to  replenish  stock  and  we  shall  list  them  as 
we  come  to  them  in  the  Bill  Books.  Before  leaving  this  last  page,  however,  we  should  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  new  frame  plate  for  the  15c  1869  is  rated  as  150  subjects.  This  is  believed 
to  be  incorrect  and  that  it  should  have  been  listed  at  100  subjects  to  match  the  100-subject  center 
plate  that  would  have  been  used  with  it.  Strangely,  in  trying  to  check  this  out  in  the  standard 
reference,  in  every  instance  we  found  that  the  fact  of  plate  size  was  not  given  for  this  new  plate. 
Everyone  seems  to  have  dodged  the  issue. 

On  page  253  we  find  an  entry  for  specimens  for  a different  purpose: 

“September  30,  1875. 

'‘'Specimens 

Postage  Stamps  of  the  current  issue  furnished  on  Special  order  of  3rd  Ass’t  PM.  Gen.  during  the 
quarter  ending  on  above  date.  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  contractors.— Bill  received  Oct. 

7,  and  approved  Oct.  26,  1875.” 

“(Note.— These  stamps  were  purchased  as  specimens  for  distribution  among  foreign 
governments,  and  are  retained  in  the  personal  custody  of  the  3rd  Ass’t  P.M.  General.) 

“ 500  One  - cent 

500  Two  - " 

500  Three  - " 

500  Five  - " 

500  Six  - " 

500  Seven  - " 

500  Ten  - " 

500  Twelve  - " 

500  Fifteen  - " 

500  Twenty-four  - " 

500  Thirty  - " 

500  Ninety  - " 

6,000  Stamps  in  all,  at  14.99  cents  per  thousand  . . . $0.89” 

Well,  our  calculation  is  90  cents  for  the  lot  but  outside  of  that  there  is  nothing  different 
about  these  specimens  over  what  would  have  been  obtainable  from  post  offices.  They  appear  to 
have  been  the  regular  crop  of  perforated  stamps,  and  the  regular  contract  price  was  paid 
for  them. 

Page  257  of  Bill  Book  No.  1 has  a similar  recording  of  the  current  official  stamps  for  the 
3rd  Ass’t.  PMG  for  a total  of  46,000  stamps  (being  500  for  each  of  the  92  varieties  including  the 
dollar  State  Dept.)  billed  at  the  rate  of  80  cents  per  M.  or  a total  of  $36.80. 

Page  259  presents  a consolidated  billing  report  for  the  quarter  ending  Sept.  30,  1875,  of  the 
Newspapers  and  Periodicals,  including  500  specimens  of  each  sent  directly  to  the  3rd  Asst. 
PMG  for  distribution  to  foreign  governments  as  on  the  prior  pages,  total  quantity  of  12,000  at 
$1  per  thousand.  Again,  as  on  the  prior  pages,  there  is  no  indication  that  these  are  anything  but 
samples  of  current  regular  production  and  that  there  was  nothing  special  about  them. 

On  page  271  there  are  two  entries,  with  the  upper  one  being  a compilation  of  regular  official 
stamp  distribution  for  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1875,  and  the  lower  entry  being  a fol- 
lowup order  of  specimens  for  “stamp  gatherers”;  this  we  quote  in  full: 

“December  31,  1875. 

“Specimen  Postage  Stamps  of  various  issues  furnished  for  sale  as  Specimens  to 
Stamp  Gatherers  during  the  quarter  ending  as  above.  — Continental  Bank  Note 
Co.  contractors.  — Bills  rendered  separately  — Rec’d  Jan.  6 & app’d  Jan.  10.  76 


Thh  Essay-Proof  Journal  193/ 1st  Quarter  1992/Vol.  49,  No.  1 


13 


“Issue  of  1870  (current)  10,000  Two-cent  (vermilion) 

10.000  Five-  " 

20.000  Stamps  at  14.99  cents  per  thousand  ....  $ 3.00 

“Issue  of ’74  — Newsp.  & 

Periodical:  10,000 

10.000 

20.000  Stamps  at  $1  per  thousand $20.00 

“Series  of  1851:  10,000 

10.000 

20.000  Stamps  at  80  cents  per  thousand $16.00 

“Series  of  1873  (Officials): 

10.000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

40,000  Stamps  at  80  cents  per  thousand $32.00” 


In  this  entry  denominations  were  only  given  for  the  two  stamps  of  the  regular  current  issue, 
but  Luff,  1943,  does  record  these  shipments  and  allows  us  to  add  the  missing  data.  For  the  News- 
paper and  Periodicals  issue  the  shipment  comprised  2c  and  3c  denominations.  For  the  series  of 
1851,  as  so  designated,  the  stamps  are  actually  the  Ic  carriers.  Eagle  and  Franklin  designs.  Then 
for  the  officials  they  are:  Ic  Agriculture,  Ic  Executive,  Ic  Dept,  of  Justice,  and  Ic  Dept,  of  State. 

The  only  other  comment  is  with  regard  to  the  first  two  items.  Extrapolating  from  Luff  it 
appears  that  this  listing  is  the  first  shipment  for  them,  the  2c  vermilion,  and  the  5c  Taylor.  Then 
how  could  the  POD  have  listed  these  two  items  as  available  in  their  first  price  list  of  March  27, 
1875?  They  approved  for  payment  the  BEP  bill  for  engraving  the  5c  Taylor  Dec.  6,  1875,  but  the 
work  was  accomplished  in  fiscal  year  1875  (that  is,  by  June  30th  of  1875).  The  5c  Taylor  is  indi- 
cated by  the  current  Scott  Specialized  U.S.  Catalogue  as  issued  June  1875  and  the  2c  vermilion 
the  same  (Cummings,  1991).  So?  The  answer  must  be  that  until  they  received  these  special  print- 
ings they  simply  filled  orders  from  regular  stock  as  on  hand  at  the  post  offices.  Of  course,  we 
don’t  know  when  they  received  these  two  special  printings— we  just  know  they  were  included  in 
a billing  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter,  1875.  Luff  does  state  (1943,  p.  258)  that  the  first  sales 
of  the  1870  set  were  on  May  5,  1875,  and  that  “the  two  cents  vermilion  and  five  cents  (Taylor) 
were  added  to  the  set  early  in  1876.”  Luff  gives  a date  of  Jan.  3,  1876,  for  the  receipt  of  some  of 
these  items,  which  may  include  these  two.  Combs  (1965,  p.  12)  lists  and  comments  on  this  same 
Bill  Book  entry. 


Volumes  2 and  3 

This  completes  the  entries  of  special  interest  in  Bill  Book  Vol.  1,  and  we  now  come  to  Vol. 
2 in  which  the  only  entry  out-of-the-ordinary  is  as  follows: 


“April  6th,  1876. 

“For  mounting  and  framing  postage  stamps  for  display  at  the  ‘Centennial  Exhibition’— Bill 
received  June  20  and  approved  June  22,  1876,  in  favor  of  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  of 
New  York. 

1 Frame  — part  walnut  and  ash  wood 


$250.00” 
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Yes,  we  are  aware  of  the  incorrect  entry  date  of  April  6,  1876— it  should  be  June  30,  1876. 
Now  we  have  the  first  entry  relating  to  the  several  issues  of  cardboard  plate  “proofs”  and 
it  is  also  the  first  entry  in  Bill  Book  No.  3: 


“October  31st,  1879. 

“Specimen  postage  stamps  furnished  during  the  month  ending  as 
above.  The  American  Bank  Note  Company  of  New  York  Contractors 

Bill  approved  Dec.  10,  1879 

“Printing  500  sets  of  171  stamps  each  comprising  all  stamps 
issued  by  U.S.  Post  Office  Department 
“Printing  7 imps.  200  stamps.  One  each  of  1.2.3.5.10.30.50c- 
Postage-due  Stamps. 

“Printing  500  stamps,  gummed  and  perforated  of  each  of 
Postage-due  stamps.  $500.00” 

Then  on  the  same  page  of  the  Bill  Book  is  the  following: 


“November  14th,  1879. 

“Specimen  postage-due  Stamps  furnished  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company,  Contractors 

5.000  1-cent,  5,000  2-cent,  5,000  3-cent,  3,000  5-cent, 

3.000  10-cent,  1,000  30-cent  and  1,000  90-cent. 

“Total  23,000  Stamps  in  all  amounting  @ .998  per  M to  $2.30” 

There  are  two  errors  in  this  listing.  The  90-cent  entry  should  be  50-cent  as  there  were  no 
90-cent  dues,  and  the  per  M price  should  have  been  written  as  0.0998c  for  the  bill  to  be  com- 
puted as  $2.30. 

In  explanation,  the  first  entry  listed  under  date  of  10/31/79  would  be  the  first  issue  of  card- 
board plate  “proofs”  commonly  referred  to  in  the  literature  by  Brazer,  et  al.  The  second  entry 
evidently  refers  to  seven  200-subject  plate  “proofs”  one  of  each  due  denomination,  and  the  third 
entry  of  500  stamps  each  we  say  would  be  samples  of  the  issued  dues,  for  distribution  to  foreign 
governments  like  similar  earlier  issues. 

On  the  postage  dues  we  would  disagree  with  Luff  on  the  quantities  to  be  considered  as  spe- 
cial printings  for  the  “stamp  gatherers.”  Luff,  1943,  p.  265,  combines  the  Nov.  14, 1879,  specimens 
with  the  Oct.  31st  specimens,  which  we  don’t  think  is  correct.  We  consider  the  Nov.  14th  batch 
as  the  ones  for  the  “stamp  gatherers”  and  the  500  specimens  in  the  Oct.  31st  listing  as  those  for 
UPU  distribution  to  other  countries. 

Now  we  come  to  a couple  more  entries  not  well  described  but  we  quote  in  full: 

“March  31st  1880 

“Specimen  postage  stamps  furnished  during  the  month  ending  as 
above.  The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York,  Contractors.  Bill 
approved  April  7,  1880. 

5.000  1-cent  1869  $10.— 

“The  above  articles,  not  provided  for  by  contract,  were  purchased 

in  open  market— the  exigencies  of  the  service  requiring  their  immediate 
delivery.” 


“July  31st  1880. 

“Specimen  postage  stamps  furnished  during  the  month  ending  as  above— The  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York  Contractors. 
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500 

1 

cent 

1870 

1,000 

2 

500 

3 

“These  articles,  not  provided  for  by  contract. 

500 

5 

were  purchased  in  open  market,  the  exigencies 

500 

6 

of  the  service  requiring  their  immediate  delivery.” 

500 

10 

500 

12 

500 

15 

500 

24 

500 

30 

500 

6,000 

90 

$15.00” 

We  consider  both  of  these  entries  as  additional  printings/shipments  for  the  “stamp 
gatherers”  although  the  wording  does  not  make  this  clear.  Luff,  1943,  p.  258,  acknowledges  the 
existence  of  the  Ic  1869  on  soft  paper  but  does  not  pick  up  this  confirming  shipment.  The  other 
entry  was  picked  up  by  Luff,  1943,  p.  259,  and  he  gives  a date  of  July  16,  1880,  for  its  receipt  and 
splits  the  1,000  two-cent  into  500  each  of  the  brown  and  vermilion  colors.  Actually  on  these  two 
entries  in  the  books  the  issue  dates  of  1869  and  1870  have  been  added  later  as  they  appear  rather 
incidentally  and  in  a different  handwriting.  Today’s  Scott  U.S.  Specialized  Catalogue  lists  all  of 
these  soft  paper  issues  as  existing.  We  find  this  rather  remarkable  considering  the  large  number 
of  the  prior  special  printings  of  the  1870  issue  not  sold,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  these 
small  quantities  of  the  1880  shipment  were  placed  on  top  of  the  stock  and  so  issued.  Actually, 
considering  the  quantities  sold,  there  was  no  need  for  this  1880  production  of  the  1870  issue 
at  all. 

Our  next  bill  book  entries  of  special  interest  are  more  shipments  for  “stamp  gatherers” 
though  not  so  described,  but  simply  as  “specimens.” 

The  first  entry  is  dated  Feb.  28,  1881,  and  comprised  the  following: 

“10,000  1 cent  Issue  1851  Eagle 


5,000 

1 

" Issue  1851  Franklin 

5,000 

5 

" " 1865  N&P 

5,000 

1 

" Navy  Department 

5,000 

1 

" War 

5,000 

1 

" Executive  " 

35.000  $50.00” 

The  second  entry  on  this  same  page  is  dated  August  31,  1881,  and  comprised: 

“10,000  1 cent  Issue  of  1851.  Eagle  carrier 

10.000  1 1869 

5,000  1 " State  Dept. 

25.000  $35.00” 

Both  of  these,  of  course,  represented  shipments  from  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  contrac- 
tor, and  would  have  been  on  their  soft  paper.  It  can  be  readily  seen  that  the  special  printing  sales 
were  of  the  lowest  denominations  and  presumably  were  being  purchased  by  dealers  as  packet 
staffers.  The  1851  carriers  in  particular  were  popular  and  here  is  another  shipment  of  the  Ic  1869 
that  Luff  apparently  missed.  Luff  also  missed  the  shipment  of  the  5c  N & P but  admitted  that 
such  existed  on  soft  paper;  see  Luff,  1943,  p.  263. 

Our  next  entries  are  more  of  these  specimen  shipments  from  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
The  first  is  dated  Feb.  28,  1882,  for  5,000  of  the  5c  Garfield,  which  is  called  issue  of  1870,  and 
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billed  at  $10.00.  Then  comes  a succeeding  entry  dated  March  31,  1882,  of  another  shipment  of 

5,000  5c  Garfield,  issue  of  1870,  and  again  at  $10.00.  Then  under  date  of  Aug.  31,  1882,  is  listed 
another  shipment  of  10,000  specimens  of  the  Ic  1869’s  with  the  amount  of  the  billing  not  given. 

A different  date  for  the  second  emission  of  “proofs” 

Now  we  have  the  second  shipment  of  the  cardboard  “proof’  specimens  in  the  series  of  five 
such  that  earlier  authorities  have  written  about  but  with  a different  date  than  the  1885  that  has 
been  assigned  heretofore.  We  quote  the  entire  entry  and  would  reproduce  it  as  a figure  but  it  is 
not  clear  enough  to  come  out  satisfactorily: 


“November  2nd,  1882. 

“Proof  specimens  of  postage  stamps  furnished  during  the  month  ending  on  the  31st  of  October, 
1882,  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  of  New  York. 


Series  of  1847 

Denominations 

2 

Stamps  of  each 
1,000 

No.  of  Stamps 
2,000 

" " 1851 

10 

1,000 

10,000 

" " 1861 

10 

1,000 

10,000 

" " 1865 

3 

1,000 

3,000 

" " 1869 

10 

1,000 

10,000 

" " 1870 

14 

1,000 

14,000 

" " 1873 

9 Depts.  92 

1,000 

92,000 

" " 1874 

24 

1,000 

24,000 

" " 1879 

7 

1,000 

7,000 

Total 

172,000 

On  the  right  side  of  the  table  is  this  wording:  “In  envelopes  of  one  set  each,  packed  in  forty- 
five  paper  boxes  and  shipped  in  two  cases.”  Then  at  the  bottom  of  the  table:  “These  articles  not 
provided  for  by  contract  were  purchased  in  the  open  market,  the  exigencies  of  the  service  requir- 
ing their  immediate  delivery.” 

Now,  some  translation  and  explanation  of  the  items  is  in  order.  The  1847’s  are  no  problem 
but  the  1851’s  include  the  Eagle  and  Franklin  carriers  to  make  the  number  of  10  items.  The  1865 
items  are  the  three  Newspaper  and  Periodical  stamps  of  that  date  and  the  14  items  for  the  issue 
of  1870  would  consist  of:  Ic,  2c  brown,  2c  vermilion,  3c,  5c  Taylor,  5c  Garfield,  6c,  7c,  10c,  12c, 
15c,  24c,  30c,  and  90c.  The  1874  items  would  be  the  Newspaper  and  Periodicals  set  of  that  year, 
and  the  seven  items  for  1879  were  the  postage  dues.  So— a total  of  172  items,  or  just  one  more 
than  were  in  the  first  batch  of  1879,  this  being  accounted  for  by  the  addition  of  the  5c  Garfield. 
But  the  quantity  for  each  item  is  doubled  to  1,000.  There  would  have  been  17  individual  enve- 
lopes for  each  set,  the  same  as  for  the  first  batch. 

On  the  same  page  as  the  preceding  is  our  next  item  of  interest,  another  shipment  of  speci- 
mens for  the  “stamp  gatherers”  even  though  not  so  designated.  Dated  April  30,  1883,  the  entry 
records  the  shipment  of  5,000  of  the  2c  N & P stamp  of  1874.  This  seemed  a strange  entry  at  first 
by  the  way  it  was  presented;  in  any  event  the  5,000  were  billed  at  $5.00. 

Under  date  of  August  31,  1883,  is  a similar  entry  comprising  a shipment  of  5,000  specimens 
for  our  “stamp  gatherers”  of  the  Ic  postage  due  of  1879,  and  again  billed  at  $5.00.  Then  on  the 
31st  of  December  1883,  was  the  recording  of  another  shipment  of  specimens  during  the  month 
for  the  “stamp  gatherers”  as  follows: 

“5,000  1 cent  — Executive 

5.000  1 " — Agriculture 

2.000  2 " - Washington  (1883) 

2,000  4 " - Jackson  ( " ) 


14,000 


$15.00” 
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Figure  6.  Bill  Book  No.  4,  destruction  of  official  stamps. 
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Figure  7.  Bill  Book  No.  4,  entry  on  the  makeup  of  cardboard  “proof’  sets  of  current  issues. 
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Our  next  entry  of  special  interest  is  a bit  peculiar.  Included  in  the  statistics  for  the  postage 
stamps  shipped  for  the  month  of  August  1883  is  a listing  relative  to  the  new  2c  to  be  issued  on 
Oct.  1st  with  a notation  “(^covers  400,  new  2c  in  the  Dept.).”  That  is  followed  in  the  report  for 
Sept.  30th  with  a similar  notation  for  the  4c  to  be  issued  Oct.  1st  also:  “(400  in  Dept.)”.  We  are 
left  in  the  dark  as  to  the  purpose  of  these  quantities  in  the  Department;  they  could  simply  be 
samples  to  show  people  what  was  coming  out  soon,  for  distribution  to  foreign  governments,  etc. 
We  would  guess  that  they  were  perforated  and  regular  in  all  respects.  This,  then,  completes  the 
entries  selected  from  Bill  Book  No.  3. 


Volume  4 

The  next  specimen  shipments  for  “stamp  gatherers”  were  to  wind  things  up  for  them  and 
were  recorded  in  Bill  Book  No.  4.  The  first  such  entry  was  dated  Feb.  29,  1884,  and  referred  to 
a shipment  during  the  month  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  of  5,000  5-centers  of  1865,  billed 
at  $5.00,  the  Newspaper  and  Periodical  stamp.  Then  the  very  last  such  entry  was  for  May  31, 
1884,  comprising  5,000  specimens  each  of  the  2c  and  4c  Newspaper  and  Periodical  stamps  of 
1874,  billed  at  $10.00. 

Our  next  item  of  interest  we  quote  in  full: 


“12th  February  1885 

“Ordinary  Postage  stamps  burned  by  order  of  the  Dept,  on  9th,  10th,  & 11th  Feby  ’85.  The 

American  Bank  Note  of  New  York— Contractors. 

Number  Denominations 

545,600  7 cent 

503,750  12  " 

364,950  24  " 

Approved  27th  Feb’y  1885 
(See  Case  P-74,  Vol.  38) 

1,414,300  Stamps  in  all  amounting  @9.19  (cents,  GWB)  per  M to 

$129.97” 

These  stamps  were  produced  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  some  years  before  and 
paid  for  at  their  contract  rate  of  14.99c  per  M.  The  quantity  of  the  24c  has  been  an  interesting 
subject  for  a number  of  writers  as  it  is  so  close  to  the  365,000  produced  by  Continental  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Stamp  Agent  during  the  calendar  year  1875  (Luff,  1943,  p.  104).  Deliveries  of  this 
denomination  to  postmasters  ceased  with  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1875,  as  well  as  for  the  7c 
and  12c,  and  were  not  resumed  during  the  bank  note  company  production  period.  As  a result 
of  this  record  the  true  existence  of  the  24c  Continental  has  been  a bone  of  contention  for  years 
and  seems  to  hinge  at  the  moment  on  one  stamp  that  The  Philatelic  Foundation  has 
authenticated. 

Next  we  have  a table  of  the  destruction  of  the  official  postage  stamps  on  hand,  dated  Feb. 
12,  1885,  and  we  present  that  page  as  Figure  6.  A destruction  of  17,024,588  stamps  was  performed 
by  burning  at  the  same  time  as  the  prior  entry  on  the  three  ordinary  postage  stamps. 

An  entry  dated  30th  June  1887,  notes  that  during  the  month  100  stamps  of  each  ordinary 
denomination  of  the  1870  series  were  sent  to  the  Department,  purpose  not  indicated  but  com- 
prising: Ic,  2c,  3c,  4c,  5c,  6c,  10c,  15c,  30c,  and  90c.  For  the  3c  and  the  6c  this  100  was  the  total 
shipment  for  the  month  to  any  place. 

The  next  entry  of  special  interest  in  Bill  Book  No.  4 we  quote  and  show  as  Figure  7: 
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“3  April  1888 

“Specimen  Stamps  furnished  the  Department,  as  per  letter  of  April  23rd, 
by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York  Contractors. 


5000  Regular  Stamps  @ 6.99  cents  per  M.  .35 

500  Special  Delivery  @18  " " .09 

3500  Postage  Due  stamps  @ 8.49  " " .30 

12000  N & P " " 18"  " 2.16 

Small  envelopes,  printing  and  packing  45.00 


$47.90” 

“Bill  appd 
16  May  88” 

An  1888  emission  of  “proofs”? 

Now  what  is  this?  (We  recognize  an  error  in  the  entry  date  which  should  be  30  April  1888 
instead  of  3 April.)  Well,  the  only  thing  that  this  tends  to  fit  is  the  report  by  Cyril  F.  dos  Passos, 
1972,  which  is  quite  close.  Here  we  have  an  entry  concerning  current  items,  500  of  each,  put  up 
into  small  envelopes  to  the  number  of  42  “stamps.”  The  dos  Passos  report  concerned  a small 
envelope,  partly  filled,  referring  to  specimens  of  United  States  postage  stamps  in  use  in  1886.  As 
dos  Passos  described  them,  they  were  cardboard  “proofs”  (more  accurately  called  “prints”).  Of 
course,  our  date  of  1888  is  not  the  same  as  1886,  and  our  listing  of  42  items  doesn’t  agree  with 
the  printed  list  on  the  Dos  Passos  illustrated  envelope  of  43  items.  One  can  be  picky  and  say  that 
the  9c  N & P listed  on  the  envelope  was  not  in  use  at  the  time,  had  not  been  for  some  years,  and 
shouldn’t  have  been  included.  That  would  make  the  numbers  agree  because  N & P’s  is  where  the 
difference  is,  as  between  24  and  25  denominations.  Whether  this  is  the  correct  answer  we  cannot 
say,  of  course,  but  with  an  edition  of  500  cardboard  “proofs”  one  would  think  that  more  than 
just  this  one  example  would  have  shown  up  in  the  last  century,  and  even  worse,  none  of  this  1888 
batch  have  shown. 

Actually,  the  1888  batch  should  not  agree  with  the  1886  batch,  and  as  the  description  by 
dos  Passos  of  the  few  items  still  in  the  envelope  correctly  reflects  the  1886  situation  we  have  to 
admit  that  our  1888  group  just  doesn’t  jibe.  The  1886  batch  included  Scott  205,  the  1888  one 
could  have  been  Scott  216;  the  Ic  was  Scott  206  for  1886  and  it  would  have  been  Scott  212  for 
1888;  the  3c  Scott  was  207  for  1886  whereas  it  would  have  been  Scott  214  for  1888.  The  6c  and 
the  10c  would  agree  but  for  1886  you  would  have  Scott  2c  210;  for  1888  Scott  213;  and  for  the 
4c  in  1886  Scott  211  while  in  1888,  Scott  215.  Finally,  the  special  delivery  would  have  been  the 
same  and  possibly  all  the  others  would  agree. 

So  in  the  final  analysis  there  has  to  be  considered  the  possibility  of  another  batch  of  500 
cardboard  “proofs”  in  addition  to  the  1886  batch  of  500.  Where  dos  Passos  got  his  quantity  of 
500  is  not  indicated  but  it  seems  reasonable  and  it  agrees  with  the  number  in  the  1888  batch. 
Why  the  1886  batch  is  not  included  in  the  Bill  Books  is  also  a question,  but  still  they  are  not  the 
only  known  items  that  have  not  been  found  in  the  Books.  For  example,  an  appropriate  record 
for  the  so-called  Atlanta  “proofs”  of  1881  have  not  been  found  in  them  either.  This  completes 
what  we’ve  picked  out  of  Bill  Book  No.  4. 

Volume  5 

We  now  have  another  batch  of  specimens  in  Bill  Book  No.  5 that  we  can’t  pin  down  more 
than  to  just  report  them.  From  an  entry  dated  June  30,  1890,  ABNCo.  contractor,  there  is  a list- 
ing of  the  following  shipment  of  specimens  during  the  month: 

“600  1-cent  600  3-  " 600  5-  " 600  10-  " 600  30-  " 

700  2-cent  600  4-  " 600  6-  " 600  15-  " 600  90-  " ” 
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Figure  & Bill  Book  No.  5,  makeup  of  the  1890  set  of  cardboard  “proofs.” 
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This  is  a total  of  6,100  specimens  which  would  be  from  the  new  issue  of  1890,  and  why  the 
2c  would  be  100  more  than  the  others  is  up  in  the  air.  Yes,  there  were  two  shades,  lake  and  car- 
mine, but  100  and  600  or  any  other  breakdown  doesn’t  make  sense. 

Next  we  have  for  the  first  time  a truly  detailed  listing  of  one  of  the  batches  of  cardboard 
“proof’  sets  and  we  show  this  in  Figure  8.  The  entry  in  the  Bill  Book  is  dated  Dec.  5,  1890, 
totalling  95,500  “proof-type’’  specimens  or  500  of  each  item  on  cardboard  as  we  know  them 
today,  a total  of  191  different  items.  The  billing  is  for  $500.00  with  the  bill  approved  June  18, 

1891.  The  preparation  of  the  sets  was  performed  under  order  from  the  POD  of  October  22,  1890. 
The  main  thing  that  will  give  trouble  in  translating  what  actually  was  included  will  be  the  1870 
listings  of  24  items  involving  14  denominations,  including  the  special  delivery.  We  shall  go  into 
this  in  detail  in  our  summation. 

The  next  listing  that  we  pick  out  is  another  specimen  batch  under  date  of  August  31,  1892, 
for  shipments  made  during  the  month  so  ended.  This  shipment,  or  shipments,  comprise  750 
each  of  all  of  the  1890  ordinary  issue,  being  the  Ic,  2c,  3c,  4c,  5c,  6c,  10c,  15c,  30c,  and  90c,  plus 
the  10c  special  delivery,  for  a total  of  8,250.  Then  on  a following  page  we  have  the  seven  postage 
dues  in  the  same  quantity  of  750  each,  Ic,  2c,  3c,  5c,  10c,  30c,  and  50c  for  a total  of  5,250  speci- 
mens, same  dating. 

On  a succeeding  page  we  have  another  specimen  shipment  recorded  under  date  of  Sept.  30, 

1892,  as  sometime  during  the  quarter  but  again  comprising  750  of  each  item.  Actually  it  is  spe- 
cified for  the  month  of  August,  as  for  the  preceding  listings,  being  the  24  different  N & P 
denominations  of  Ic,  2c,  3c,  4c,  6c,  8c,  10c,  12c,  24c,  36c,  48c,  60c,  72c,  84c,  96c,  $1.92c,  $3,  $6, 
$9,  $12,  $24,  $36,  $48,  and  $60.  The  grand  total  was  18,000  specimens. 

What  were  all  of  these  specimens  for?  Well,  if  we  can  properly  extrapolate  from  a similar 
entry  for  June  30,  1895,  with  the  same  quantity,  these  went  to  the  UPU.  We  also  feel  that  these 
were  regular  perforated  examples  rather  than  imperforate  “proof-types.” 

Enter  the  Columbians 

Then  just  to  be  different  we  mention  as  our  next  listing  the  first  report  on  shipments  of  the 
Columbian  issue  of  postage  stamps  during  the  month  ending  Dec.  31,  1892,  comprising  all 
denominations  except  the  8c,  which  was  issued  later.  Billed  at  17c  per  M.,  there  were  roughly  168 
million  for  starters,  including  5,800  of  each  of  the  dollar  values. 

Now  we  have  something  else  relative  to  the  Columbians,  the  following  entry: 

“March  1,  1893. 

“1000  sets  of  ungummed  cut  proofs  of  the  new  series  of  Columbian  postage  stamps  arranged  in 
sets  and  envelopes  upon  order  of  January  4,  1893.  Also  500  sets  of  impressions  on  card  board  of 
all  the  adhesive  postage  stamps  of  the  U.S.,  obsolete  as  well  as  current  issues  as  per  order  of  Jan 
13,  1893.— $700.^  The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  contractors.” 

This  was  immediately  followed  by: 


“March  1,  1893. 

“Engraving  eight-cent,  one  dollar,  two  dollar,  three  dollar,  four  dollar,  and  five  dollar  Columbian 
stamps  at  S500  each  $3,000.-^  The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  contractors.” 

Both  bills  were  approved  March  1,  1893.  One  should  notice,  too,  that  for  the  first  time  the 
entry  on  the  500  sets  correctly  describes  what  their  makeup  was,  viz.:  “ungummed  cut  card- 
board proofs.”  (We  wouldn’t  call  them  real  proofs,  of  course.)  In  any  event,  here  is  the  record 
for  the  fourth  set  of  these  “proof’  printings  as  they  have  been  considered  over  the  years  by  prior 
writers.  There  is  not  much  detail  as  to  what  was  included  but  we  think  it  can  be  reasonably 
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extrapolated  from  what  was  included  in  the  third  set,  or  to  back  up,  from  what  was  included  in 
the  fifth  set  to  follow.  A question  that  one  might  have  is  whether  there  were  Columbians  in  the 
500-quantity  sets  as  well  as  the  separately  mentioned  1,000-quantity  sets,  and  we  think  that  one 
would  have  to  say  yes.  This  completes  the  last  entries  taken  from  Bill  Book  No.  5. 


Volume  6 

Our  next  entry  is  from  Bill  Book  No.  6 and  is  a puzzler,  being  another  one  of  these  speci- 
men shipment  recordings,  this  one  dated  March  31,  1893,  and  we  quote  the  entire  thing; 

“31  March  1893 

“Specimen  Postage  Stamps  furnished  to  the  Post-Office  Department  during  the  month  ended  as 
above.  The  American  Bank  Note  Company  of  New  York  Contractor. 


Description 

Number 

Price  per  thousand 

Amount 

Old  issue 

1100 

at 

7.47  cents  per  M. 

.08 

Special  Delivery 

50 

18  " " " 

— 

Columbian 

16800 

(t 

1 'y  H fi  t( 

Total 

2.86 

$2.94” 

“Bill  appd  5 Apl  1893” 


There  is  a somewhat  unreadable  inscription  at  the  lower  left  that  looks  like  “Probably 
UPU”  and  some  code  number.  If  correctly  for  UPU  transmittal,  these  would  simply  be  regular 
production  items. 

The  next  item  picked  out  is  another  specimen  report,  this  one  dated  April  30,  1893,  for 
delivery  made  during  the  month  of  1,000  copies  of  the  10c  special  delivery,  presumably  of  the 
new  orange  issue,  bill  approved  May  5,  1893.  What  kind  of  specimens  is  meant  is  debatable  but 
the  quantity  is  similar  to  the  separate  Columbian  batch  of  March  1,  1893,  consisting  of 
ungummed  cut  “proofs.” 

Next  we  have  a Dec.  31,  1893,  entry,  or  actually  a lack  thereof,  which  is  of  interest  because 
it  meant  that  there  were  no  shipments  of  ordinary  postage  stamps  to  postmasters  during  the 
month  of  December— only  Columbians.  That  created  some  controversy  at  the  time,  and  this 
was  not  to  be  continued. 

Now  we  come  to  the  last  shipment  of  cardboard  “proofs,”  with  examples  from  1847  to  and 
including  the  current  issue,  this  being  the  fifth  in  the  series  of  such: 

“March  31-1894 

“Specimen  stamps  furnished  to  the  Department  on  order  of  letter 
of  Feb.  4,  1894. 

“The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York  contractor. 

“500  sets  of  all  issues  viz.  1847—1851  — 1861  — 1865—1869—1870—1873 
-1874-1879-1890  and  1893  at  Shaper  set-  $600^ 

Each  set  being  in  a separate-envelope, 

Cardboard  proofs.” 

Now  we  pick  up  the  last  shipments  of  the  Columbians  to  postmasters,  which  was  during 
the  month  of  April  1894,  with  every  denomination  included  but  very  few  of  some. 

Then  we  have  an  interesting  entry  dated  April  30,  1894,  with  regard  to  a special  trip  to  the 
Postage  Stamp  Agency  in  New  York  by  the  3rd  Asst.  PMG  on  April  27th  and  28th,  total  bill  for 
travel,  meals,  and  hotel,  $10.75.  We  would  figure  that  this  was  in  connection  with  the  turnover 
of  stamp  production  from  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Print- 
ing as  the  bill  was  to  be  “.  . . paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  manufacture  of  postage 
stamps.” 
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We  have  now  gotten  to  the  period  when  the  BEP  became  the  producer  of  our  stamps.  Our 
first  entry  of  particular  interest  in  this  period  is  dated  June  30,  1895,  and  it  refers  to  items  deliv- 
ered during  the  month  as  follows:  Again  we  have  specimens,  750  of  each  denomination  — Ic,  2c, 
3c,  4c,  5c,  6c,  8c,  10c,  15c,  50c,  $1,  $2,  and  $5,  plus  the  same  for  the  10c  special  delivery. 

The  purpose  of  these  specimens  is  cleared  up  by  reference  to  the  report  by  the  Director, 
BEP,  for  the  fiscal  year  1895,  which  lists  them  as  delivered  to  the  “Universal  Postal  Union”  dur- 
ing the  year.  This  is  followed  in  the  Bill  Books  by  deliveries  of  the  Ic,  2c,  and  10c  postage  dues 
for  the  same  purpose,  750  of  each.  Then  a succeeding  entry  dated  Sept.  30,  1895,  lists  750  speci- 
mens of  the  3c,  5c,  30c,  and  50c  postage  dues  for  the  UPU  delivered  during  that  month. 

This  completes  the  entries  that  we  have  picked  out  of  the  Bill  Books.  We  shall  now  tackle 
in  some  depth  the  subjects  that  have  been  represented  the  most.  We  have  made  some  comments 
during  our  series  of  extracts,  and  we  shall  now  try  to  pull  things  together  better. 


Summation  of  the  Major  Out-of-the-Ordinary  Subjects 

In  what  we’ve  presented  from  the  Bill  Books  there  have  been  two  prime  subjects,  viz.:  1.  The 
five-plus  set  of  cardboard  “proofs”  assembled  for  giving  away,  and  2.  The  Special  Printings  of 
1875,  and  subsequent  reprintings,  for  “stamp  gatherers.”  Both  of  these  subjects  have  received  a 
lot  of  attention  in  past  years  and  we  herewith  add  our  “two  cents.”  Still,  we  do  not  have  final 
answers  to  all  questions  but  we  can  add  some  light  as  well  as  possibly  some  more  confusion. 


The  Cardboard  Proof-like  Prints,  1879-1894 

(For  this  first  of  the  two  major  subjects  presented  in  the  data  from  the  Bill  Books  we  call 
attention  to  our  use  of  the  Scott  catalogue  numbers  without  the  “P”  each  time.  So  if  you  want 
to  relate  to  the  current  Scott  add  a “P”  each  time.  For  example,  where  we  use  PR5,  you  would 
translate  into  PR5P,  etc.) 

The  five  sets  of  cardboard  “proofs,”  comprising  all  postage  stamp  designs  as  issued  from 
1847  to  the  date  of  issue  of  the  particular  set,  have  been  written  on  extensively  by  Brazer,  Brook- 
man,  Howard  Friedman,  Luff,  and  Sloane;  and  some  by  Perry,  Cabeen,  and  others.  In  general 
these  authors  came  up  with  this  number  of  sets  which  they  dated  as  1879,  1885,  1890,  1893,  and 
1894  (or  a second  1893).  These  printings  were  prepared  using  individual  envelopes  for  each  issue 
with  some  makeup  differences  in  the  envelopes.  These  have  been  used  with  other  factors  in 
attempts  to  distinguish  the  different  batches. 

Taking  the  information  from  what  we  have  presented  from  the  Bill  Books  we  come  up  with 
the  following  listing,  dated  as  in  the  Books,  to  which  we  have  added  the  number  of  envelopes 
and  the  number  of  items  in  each  set: 


Date  of 
Preparation 

Envelopes 

Items 

Quantity  per 
Item 

First 

October  1879 

17 

171 

500 

Second 

October  1882 

17 

172 

1,000 

Third 

November  1890 

18 

191 

500 

Fourth 

February  1893 

19 

209 

500 

Fifth 

March  1894 

19 

211 

500 

Total  3,000 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  are  differences  with  prior  compilations  but  our  listing  is  based 
on  official  records  as  much  as  possible.  For  example,  our  1882  date  in  particular  differs  from  the 
1885  date  that  has  been  given  in  the  past  for  the  second  set.  This  date  was  apparently  based  on 
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Brazer  having  a transmittal  letter  of  1885.  While  that  supplies  some  validity,  it  should  be  recog- 
nized that  these  items  would  have  been  handed  out  and  sent  out  over  a period  of  years  so  that 
the  time  of  receipt  can  vary  from  the  same  set;  also,  this  second  set  had  the  largest  quantity  of 
all.  The  time  of  makeup  is  the  important  date  and  not  the  date  that  someone  received  a set.  Also, 
of  course,  the  1882  set  could  have  had  additional  items  added  to  the  original  compilation  as  time 
moved  along. 

In  addition  to  these  five  major  sets  there  was  a smaller  gathering  limited  to  current  issues, 
also  presented  in  small  envelopes.  As  one  of  these  is  not  known  to  exist  in  any  form  at  this  time 
and  the  other  one  is  only  partly  known  from  a single  example  (dos  Passos,  1972),  we  are  on 
uncertain  ground  but  we  list  them  as  well  as  we  can: 


Date  of  Preparation 

? 1886 
March  1888 


Cardboard  “Proof’  sets  of  Current  Issues 

Envelopes  No.  of  Items 

one  43 

? 42 


Quantity  per  Item 

500* * 

500** 


* This  quantity,  stated  by  dos  Passos,  is  considered  a reasonable  figure  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
all  of  the  known  sets  were  of  at  least  this  number. 

**  Based  on  Bill  Book  entry  for  April  5,  1888;  no  example  presently  known. 


With  our  listings  it  should  be  recognized  that  we  now  have  a larger  quantity  released  of 
these  cardboard  prints  than  heretofore  recognized  and  for  something  like  the  bank  note  dues 
a possibly  much  larger  quantity;  for  example  4,000  instead  of  the  previously  considered  2,500. 

These  data  presage  a few  specifics,  such  as  trying  to  answer  the  question  of  why  were  these 
sets  made  up  in  the  first  place?  Well,  here  we  can  only  repeat  what  prior  writers  have  said  as  we 
have  nothing  official.  Specifically,  the  previous  intelligence  has  been  that  these  were  simply  for 
giveaways  and  were  not  sold.  Like  seeds.  Dept,  of  Agriculture  yearbooks,  and  so  forth,  these 
sets  made  good  political  sense  for  presentation  to  worthy  (?)  taxpayers,  Congressional  sup- 
porters, and  friends  of  all  kinds.  This  comprised  a sort  of  “spoils”  system  like  government  jobs 
before  Civil  Service  started.  The  original  Farley  giveaways  of  the  1930s  is  a more  recent  example 
of  something  somewhat  similar.  Actually,  anyone  can  get  a good  idea  of  the  early  giveaway  pro- 
gram by  reviewing  Bozarth,  1981.  This  is  a detailed  report  on  “stamp”  gifts  for  a good  five-year 
period  at  the  turn  of  the  19th  to  20th  centuries. 

Now  taking  up  each  of  these  sets  of  cardboard  prints,  the  first  one  of  October  1879  was 
given  in  the  Bill  Book  entry  as  comprising  171  items.  What  were  they  specifically?  We  know  of 
no  listing  that  has  been  made  from  actual  examples  and  the  only  attempt  at  a compilation  was 
by  Howard  S.  Friedman  (1973-4,  1975,  and  1978-1980)  to  whom  we  have  to  give  an  “A”  for  try- 
ing. Well,  we  are  not  going  to  give  a detailed  listing  for  this  first  set  but  shall  for  the  second  set. 
The  latter  is  more  fully  described  in  the  Bill  Book  entry  and  the  total  is  only  one  different  from 
the  1879  listing,  and  that  one  item  can  be  determined  so  one  can  extrapolate  back.  Also,  instead 
of  giving  Scott  catalogue  numbers,  we  shall  only  provide  the  denominations  as  that  should  be 
sufficient.  These  sets  consisted  of  the  major  designs  only,  as  issued,  with  no  concern  for  perfora- 
tions or  grills  but  do  reflect  secret  marks  and  revised  engravings  simply  because  they  represented 
prints  from  currently  used  plates  for  the  concurrent  issue.  For  example,  the  1847’s  will  be  the 
1875  reproductions,  and  the  1870  series  will  be  the  National/Continental/American  plate  prod- 
uct as  of  the  date  of  making  the  sets,  etc.  Thus  we  have  the  following  for  the  October  1882  set: 
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Issue 

No.  of  Items 

Denominations 

1847 

2 

5c,  10c,  (reproductions  of  1875) 

1851 

10 

Ic,  3c,  5c,  10c,  12c,  24c,  30c,  90c  plus 
Eagle  and  Franklin  carriers 

1861 

10 

Ic,  2c,  3c,  5c,  10c,  12c,  15c,  24c,  30c,  90c 

1865 

3 

5c,  10c,  and  25c  N & P’s 

1869 

10 

Ic,  2c,  3c,  6c,  10c,  12c,  15c  T.  Ill, 

24c,  30c,  90c 

1870 

14 

Ic,  2c(2),  3c,  5c(2),  6c,  7c,  10c,  12c,  15c, 
24c,  30c,  90c 

1873 

92 

Officials,  nine  agencies 

1874 

24 

2c  to  $60  N & P,  including  the  9c 

1879 

7 

172 

Ic,  2c,  3c,  5c,  10c,  30c,  50c  dues 

Extrapolating  to  the  first  set  of  1879,  one  drops  the  Garfield  5c  for  the  1870  issue  and  should 
consider  the  earlier  engravings  for  the  Ic,  3c,  6c,  and  10c  that  were  replaced  in  1881  and  early 
1882  before  this  second  batch  was  produced.  The  2c  1870  will  be  represented  by  the  two  colors 
of  brown  and  vermilion  for  both  sets,  etc. 

For  the  third  overall  set  of  1890  we  had  revisions  of  the  1870  series  and  the  addition  of  the 
1890  series  plus  special  delivery  additions.  That  accordingly  works  out  to  a total  of  191  with 
explanations  as  follows: 


Series  of 1870  24  items  for  which  we  give  denomination  and  our  assignment  of  Scott  No.  without 
the  P: 


Ic 

206* 

4c 

215  carmine 

15c 

163 

2c 

157  brown 

5c 

185 

24c 

164 

2c 

178  vermilion 

5c 

205 

30c 

165  gray  black 

2c 

210  red  brown 

5c 

216 

30c 

217  orange  brown 

2c 

213  green 

6c 

208 

90c 

166  rose  carmine 

3c 

207  green 

7c 

160 

90c 

218  purple 

3c 

214  vermilion 

10c 

209 

10c 

El 

4c 

2 1 1 green 

12c 

162 

10c 

E2 

* The  second  Ic  design,  Scott  212,  is  not  included  on  the  basis  of  comments  by  Brazer,  1942. 


Series  of 1873  90  items— drop  the  24c  Treasury  and  the  24c  War  Dept,  according  to  the  detailed 
listing  in  the  Bill  Book  (Figure  8). 

Series  of  1874  25  N & P items— add  Ic  to  prior  listing. 

Series  of  1890  10  items— Ic,  2c,  3c,  4c,  5c,  6c,  10c,  15c,  30c,  90c. 


Thus  with  21  additions  and  two  deletions  we  have  a total  number  of  191  items  relative  to  the  172 
of  the  second  set.  The  figure  of  191  is  confirmed  by  the  grand  total  of  the  listing  in  the  Bill  Book 
of  95,500  at  500  copies  for  each  item. 

Now  the  question  is  the  fourth  batch  of  February  1893,  which  will  include  most  of  the 
Columbians  but  will  it  include  the  orange  special  delivery  and  the  1890  8c  ordinary  and  the  8c 
Columbian?  The  10c  orange  special  delivery  was  issued  Jan.  24,  1893,  but  the  two  8-centers  not 
until  March  so  we  consider  that  the  fourth  set  should  include  the  15  Columbians  plus  the  orange 
special  delivery,  and  if  we  put  back  the  two  officials  dropped  in  the  third  set  (24c  Treasury  and 
24c  War)  we  have  a total  addition  of  18  items  which  makes  the  fourth  set  have  a grand  total  of 
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209.  We  were  not  given  the  number  of  items  in  the  Bill  Book  entry  for  this  batch  of  cardboard 
prints  but  209  agrees  with  both  Friedman  and  Brazer,  so  if  we  are  wrong  we  are  in  good 
company. 

Coming  to  the  fifth  and  last  comprehensive  set  we  present  the  detailed  listing  that  we  find 
in  Brazer’s  Feb.  15,  1951  pricelist,  and  as  confirmed  by  Cabeen,  1957: 


Issue 

No.  of  Items 

Scott  Cat.  Nos. 

1847 

2 

Scott  3,  4 

1851 

8 

" 40^7 

2 

" L01-L02 

1861 

10 

" 63-65,  67-69,  71-73, 

77 

1869 

10 

" 112-117,120-122,129 

1870 

22 

" 157,  160,  162-166, 

178-179,  205-211,  213-218 

1890 

11 

" 219-229 

1893 

16 

" 230-245 

Spec.  Del. 

3 

" E1-E3 

1891 

7 

" J22-J28 

1873 

92 

" 01-093  (officials,  minus 

No.  046,  not  used) 

1865 

3 

" PR5-PR7* 

1875 

1 

" PR14 

1879 

24 

" PR57-PR79,  PR81 

* We  would  disagree  with  Brazer’s  listing  of  these  Scott  numbers  and  would  argue  that  they 
should  be  PR2-PR4  instead,  along  with  some  other  similar  changes. 

(Again,  for  this  listing,  don’t  forget  to  add  the  P for  “proof,”  which  we  would  consider  as 
more  correctly  “print”  instead.) 

This  completes  our  analysis  of  the  five  major  sets  of  cardboard  prints.  One  should  note  that 
our  presentation  is  based  on  the  official  records  primarily  and  not  on  any  study  of  actual  mate- 
rial. The  latter  would  be  questionable  in  any  event  because  of  the  probable  shuffling  around  of 
copies  in  trying  to  make  better  sets,  etc.  Still,  we  don’t  understand  why  more  recordings  have 
not  been  published  as  to  the  makeup  of  the  different  sets.  Brazer  made  only  the  one  compilation 
that  we  know  of  and  even  that  is  assumed  from  the  listing  in  his  price  lists.  Howard  Friedman 
made  several  attempts  to  detail  things  but  he  was  handicapped  by  not  knowing  the  total  number 
of  items  in  each  of  the  sets.  We  only  had  official  totals  for  the  first  three  sets  ourselves  and  then 
have  had  to  depend  on  published  reportings  and  some  assumptions  for  the  last  two. 

The  “proof’  emission  sets  in  Brazer/Joyce 

If  there  are  any  undisturbed  sets  left,  they  should  be  reported  in  detail  as  to  their  content, 
but  of  course  it  will  be  difficult  now  to  determine  if  they  are  truly  undisturbed.  Mr.  Friedman 
felt  that  Brazer  (Friedman,  1980,  pp.  51-52)  had  such  sets  but  that  the  situation  was  muddied 
by  the  robbery  Brazer  suffered  in  1951  and  detailed  in  Anonymous  I,  1951.  Following  his  passing 
some  years  later,  his  remaining  stock  was  acquired  by  Morton  D.  Joyce,  who  in  turn  passed 
away  in  1989.  The  Brazer  proof  material  that  Joyce  had  was  offered  at  a Siegel  auction  in  1990. 

Perusing  these  lots  (Anonymous  II,  1990)  one  notes  that  many  comprise  these  sets  of  card- 
board prints  though  some  are  insufficiently  described.  Still,  there  was  no  indication  that  any  of 
the  lots  were  Brazer’s  reference  sets.  Robbins  (1992)  agrees.  For  example,  lot  35  was  described 
as  having  1847  sets  of  1879,  1885,  and  1890.  Lot  114  for  the  ffibl’s  is  described  with  the  same  three 
set  dates  with  envelopes.  Lot  115  was  three  different  sets  for  the  185rs,  including  an  1879  enve- 
lope. Then  lot  116  had  “Card  Proof  Envelopes,”  etc. 
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Lot  139  is  described  sufficiently  that  one  can  tie  it  in  completely  even  though  described  as 
1857  (the  POD  considered  them  as  1851),  viz.:  “Plate  proofs  on  Card  (40P4-47P4,  L01P4, 
L02P4),  Cpl.  1885  set  as  Issued,  . . . with  Original  Envelope.”  Lot  140  was  ditto  for  the  1890  set 
of  prints.  Other  such  lots  were  141,  142,  148,  156,  159,  165,  168,  171,  and  173,  all  of  these  relating 
to  the  185rs. 

Lots  521,  544,  550,  and  571  on  the  1861  series  appear  to  be  related  but  not  clearly  so. 

For  the  1869’s  lots  889,  890,  891,  and  892  provide  examples  of  the  “1885”,  1890,  1893,  and 
1894  sets  — completely  described  by  individual  items  with  envelopes  and  for  all  but  the  1879  set. 
The  same  number  of  10  designs  was  as  we  have  listed  them. 

Lots  902  (Ic),  909  (2c),  919  (3c),  925  (6c),  931  (10c),  937  (12c),  946  (15c),  954  (24c),  962  (30c), 
and  969  (90c)  are  individual  denomination  presentations  of  the  five  printings  of  the  1869’s  and 
so  identified.  Lot  971  was  simply  a set  of  the  envelopes  for  the  1869’s. 

Now  we  come  to  the  troublesome  1870  series  and  here  things  are  spelled  out  sufficiently  to 
help  straighten  us  out  if  we’ve  gone  wrong  heretofore. 

Lot  1301,  described  as  the  1885  set,  designates  Scott  Nos.  157,  160,  162-166,  183,  185, 
205-211,  a total  of  16.  Well,  our  quote  from  the  Bill  Book  for  1882  was  14,  so  a problem.  As  of 
October  1882  we  would  figure  our  14  at:  Ic  (Scott  206),  2c  brown  (Scott  157),  2c  vermilion  (Scott 
183),  3c  (Scott  207),  6c  (Scott  208),  7c  (Scott  160),  10c  (Scott  209),  12c  (Scott  162),  15c  (Scott 
163),  24c  (Scott  164),  30c  (Scott  165),  and  90c  (Scott  166).  The  two  additional  items,  then,  are 
Scott  210  and  211  issued  in  October  1883.  These  are  after  October  1882  and  therefore  appropri- 
ate for  an  1885  set  date.  So  what  is  the  answer?  Were  these  two  items  simply  added  to  the  1870 
envelope  of  the  1882  set,  thus  making  a total  for  the  set  of  174  in  1885?  The  Bill  Books  don’t  help 
us  on  this. 

Proceeding  to  lot  1302,  the  1870  set  for  the  1890  printing  comprises  Scott  Nos.  157,  160, 
162-166,  183,  185,  205-211,  213-218,  El  and  E2  for  a total  of  24,  or  eight  more  than  for  the  1885 
designated  set;  with  this  our  listing  agrees. 

Lot  1303  contains  the  same  items  for  the  1893  printing  of  24  and  with  that  we  again  agree; 
that  is,  22  for  the  1870  issue  plus  the  two  special  deliveries.  Lot  1304  for  the  1894  printing  of  the 
1870’s  is  again  24,  etc.,  but  this  time  we  disagree  as  the  orange  special  delivery,  Scott  E3,  should 
have  been  included  in  this  envelope  — but  perhaps  it  was  in  a separate  envelope  or  included  with 
the  Columbians. 

Lot  1317  is  a repeat  of  the  five  printings  for  some  denominations  and  lot  1373  the  same  for 
Scott  183  and  185.  Lot  1627  brings  us  the  1890  stamp  series  with  the  third  “proof’  printing,  com- 
prising Scott  219  to  229  but  a bit  confusing  on  account  of  the  2c  lake.  The  description  says  three 
sets,  including  two  sets  with  Scott  220  and  one  with  Scott  219D,  but  which  of  the  three 
printings— 1890,  1893,  and  1894?  Lot  1628  is  described  as  the  1893  “proof’  printing  with  the 
reverse  2c  situation,  thus  Scott  219,  219D,  221-229,  total  of  11  items.  Lot  1630  is  described  as  the 
1894  “proof’  printing  with  a make-up  like  lot  1629,  with  the  1893  batch  a problem.  You  would 
think  to  be  accurate  that  the  2c  situation  would  be  the  other  way  around;  that  is,  219D  for  the 
1890  “proof’  printing  and  Scott  220  for  the  other  two.  Friedman,  1980,  p.  84,  thought  so  too. 

We  now  come  to  the  Columbians  which  should  give  no  problems  at  all.  Lot  1795  starts  the 
Joyce  collection  off  but  no  date  of  group  is  indicated.  Lot  2028  has  two  envelopes  for  the  dues 
and  three  different  sets  of  shades  so  that  many  batches  of  J1-J7  and  J15-J28  but  printings  not 
indicated. 

The  officials  are  represented  by  lots  2051-2055,  each  representing  one  of  the  five  printings, 
Scott  Nos.  01-093  in  every  case.  There  are  only  92  actual  items,  of  course,  as  there  is  no  No.  046. 
Also,  we  don’t  know  how  the  1890  printing  with  a full  92  made  it  when  the  Bill  Book  for  that 
batch  only  listed  90!  Someone  is  or  was  wrong. 

Now  the  Newspaper  and  Periodical  series  which  should  provide  some  insight  again,  lots 
2140-2145:  Lot  2140,  described  as  PR2-PR31  but  what  printing  year?  It  doesn’t  include  the  Ic 
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so  this  should  be  the  1879  batch  (or  possibly  1882?).  Lot  2141  includes  the  Ic  issued  July  1,  1885, 
and  designated  as  having  PR5-PR7,  PR9-PR32,  PR81  and  indicated  as  the  1893  set.  Well, 
another  problem— PR5-PR7  are  the  special  printing  numbers  in  Scott  and  shouldn’t  be 
involved  in  these  cardboard  prints  as  we’ve  indicated  before.  The  Scott  numbers  should  be 
PR2-PR4  instead.  However,  we  do  agree  with  the  total  of  28. 

N & P lot  2142,  the  1894  described  “proof’  set,  is  given  with  the  same  Scott  numbers.  Lot 
2144  is  given  as  the  1885  “proof’  set  and  doesn’t  include  the  Ic  PR81  issued  in  that  same  year 
or  the  1865  issue.  Lot  2145  is  given  as  the  1890  “proof’  printing  and  lists  the  same  28  items  as 
in  lot  2141  with  which  we  agree,  except  that  again  PR5-PR7  should  be  PR2-PR4.  “Reprints” 
or  special  printings  should  not  be  considered  as  represented  in  these  sets  of  cardboard  “proofs” 
but  only  originals,  though  there  are  some  exceptions  such  as  the  1847’s  where  this  couldn’t  be 
helped.  But,  as  an  example,  for  the  1865  issue  the  original  dies  and  plates  were  available  and 
used.  Yet  the  listings  in  the  auction  catalog  were  more  helpful  than  we  thought  they  would  be 
even  though  some  are  questioned. 

Now  what  have  we  wound  up  with?  Also,  how  important  is  it  to  try  to  perfect  understand- 
ing of  the  issues  of  cardboard  prints?  Not  much,  we  would  have  to  admit,  when  you  get  down 
to  basics.  The  period  we’ve  tried  to  cover  is  only  a part  of  the  whole  and  fitting  the  data  in  is 
something  else  again.  Yet  with  the  official  records  that  are  still  available,  this  should  be  a well- 
known  period  insofar  as  the  issuance  and  handling  of  these  giveaway  prints  is  concerned.  The 
clamps  were  to  be  put  on  such  in  succeeding  years  and  in  the  years  prior  to  this  period  things 
hadn’t  developed  to  the  same  extent  and  there  weren’t  the  number  of  issues  to  contend  with. 
That  doesn’t  mean  that  more  light  on  the  earlier  issues  wouldn’t  be  useful  but  that  there  weren’t 
quite  the  administrative  complications,  though  they  did  have  all  kinds  of  production  problems. 

Now,  in  addition  to  better  dates  for  the  five  major  sets  of  cardboard  prints  we  have  shown 
a grand  total  of  3,000  copies  instead  of  the  prior  2,500  as  the  1882  set  was  1,000  in  number  rather 
than  500  for  each  item.  But  here  are  corrections  of  data  that  have  not  been  challenged  for  years 
and  that  raises  questions  about  how  good  is  a lot  of  our  information?  At  the  same  time  don’t 
take  our  presentations  as  100%  correct  either  as  new  data  can  change  things. 


Some  of  the  Problems  or  Questions  Still  Not  Well  Answered 

1.  Is  the  basis  for  the  1885  printing  date  valid  and  is  it  correctly  explained  as  simply  an 
updating  of  the  1882  set? 

2.  How  do  we  handle  the  cardboard  print  sets  of  the  concurrent  issues,  the  1886  and  1888 
short  sets?  We  really  need  actual  examples  of  such. 

3.  How  does  it  happen  that  the  1,000  quantity  of  the  1882  prints  has  been  overlooked  all 
these  years?  Perhaps  this  is  unanswerable  — is  it  poor  research  or  even  worse,  a lack  of  interest? 

4.  Why  try  to  distinguish  examples  from  each  of  the  five  cardboard  “proof’  printings  by 
thickness  (not  dependable)  or  any  other  criteria?  Of  course,  this  is  rather  unanswerable  too  and 
dependent  on  how  much  of  a specialist  one  might  claim  to  be. 

5.  Should  the  1890  envelope  for  the  officials  only  include  90  examples  instead  of  92  as  the 
Bill  Book  entry  indicates?  The  grand  total  of  the  Bill  Book  page  confirms  the  90  over  the  92  and 
yet  no  one  has  ever  mentioned  this  before,  so  is  the  Bill  Book  wrong? 

The  real  point  to  be  made  here  is  that  for  at  least  a number  of  items  there  are  seven  print- 
ings, not  five,  so  the  reality  is  just  a bit  disturbing,  and  the  quantity  of  cardboard  “proofs”  for 
these  is  4,000  apiece  instead  of  2,500  previously  considered.  Really,  of  course,  it  doesn’t  increase 
the  quantity  at  all— just  the  knowledge  of  the  quantity.  More  than  anything  else,  of  course,  is 
the  questioning  of  the  accuracy  of  past  compilations  and  information.  Sorry,  we  aren’t  making 
this  basic  information  up— all  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  present  the  record  and  to  interpret  as 
accurately  as  possible. 
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(End  of  Part  I) 


A Postscript  About  the  Columbian  Stamps  — 

An  Alleged  Sharing  of  Their  Production,  and  the 
Facts  from  the  Bill  Books 

In  the  Christie’s,  New  York  auction  sale  of  September  25,  1991  featuring  the  Arthur  J. 
Kobacher  collection  of  U.S.  1893-1918  commemorative  plate  blocks,  the  anonymous  introduc- 
tion to  the  1893  Columbian  section  of  the  catalog  contains  this  statement: 

. . . There  is  also  the  possibility  that  the  Bureau,  working  with  imperforate  and  ungummed 
Columbian  sheets,  finished  the  manufacture  of  some  of  this  issue.  Perhaps  for  this  reason,  we 
have  different  types  of  gum  and  perforations  for  certain  stamps  in  the  Columbian  set.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  Columbian  stamps  with  poorly  punched  perforations  and  white  crackly  gum  — 
characteristics  of  the  first  Bureau  regular  issue— come  from  the  supply  of  unfinished  stamps 
turned  over  by  A.B.N.  Co.  at  the  close  of  their  contract  period. 

George  Brett,  in  correspondence  to  the  Editor  of  dated  September  11,  1991  replied: 
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‘This  ...  is  simply  someone’s  unsupported  inference.  1 think  I can  tell  the  difference 
between  BEP  perfs  and  ABN  perfs  and  I’ve  never  found  a Columbian  that  didn’t  have  ABN 
perfs.  If  you  want  to  try  me  out  and  you  have  any  of  these  alleged  poorly  punched  Columbians 
and  white  crackly  gum,  send  them  on  and  I’ll  check  them  out.  But  perforating  pins  have  to  be 
sharpened  every  several  weeks  in  constant  use  and  they  can  be  dull  for  any  outfit.  You  must  also 
understand  that  I have  copies  of  the  USPOD  bill  books  for  the  period  and  there  is  no  indication 
in  them  of  Columbians  shipped  to  BEP.  The  first  Columbian  shipments  were  in  December  1892 
and  the  last,  a cleanup  lot,  in  April  1894.  The  final  shipment  under  the  contract  by  ABN  was 
in  June  1894.  And  this  went  to  BEP.” 


New  Jamaican  Columbian  Coin  from  the 
British  Royal  Mint 

A sterling  silver  $10  commemorative  coin  picturing  on  the  obverse  one  of  Columbus’  ships 
in  full  sail  was  struck  in  1991  for  Jamaica  by  the  British  Royal  Mint.  The  Pinta  is  an  appropriate 
subject  since  Jamaica  was  discovered  by  Columbus  on  May  4, 1494  during  the  second  of  his  four 
voyages  of  discovery.  It  was  on  this  voyage  that  he  sighted  most  of  the  Caribbean  Archipelago 
and  the  northern  coast  of  South  America.  At  that  time  the  island  was  inhabited  by  Arawak 
Indians.  Indeed,  the  name  of  the  island  is  derived  from  the  aboriginal  Arawak  name  “Xaymaca” 
meaning  “land  of  wood  and  water.”  Columbus  named  the  island  Santiago,  and  it  was  colonized 
by  Spain  in  1509. 

Earlier  1989  and  1990  pieces  featured  the  navigator  himself.  The  reverse  design  of  all  is  the 
National  Arms  of  Jamaica. 
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The  Many  Faces  of  Columbus 

A Quincentennial  Album  of 
Syngraphic  Vignettes 

FROM  THE  FRED  GRILL  Collection, 

WITH  attributions  FURNISHED  BY  GENE  HESSLER 

HIS  feature  is  a syngraphic  tribute  to  the  World  Columbian  Stamp  Expo  ’92,  illustrat- 
ing steel-engraved  vignettes  from  various  19th  century  American  bank  note  printers, 

engravers,  and  artists  on  Columbian  themes.  Their  usage  is  chronicled  and  followed  by 

the  saga  of  the  familiar  engraving  of  the  “Landing  of  Columbus”  at  San  Salvador  which  was 
painted  by  John  Vanderlyn  in  1839.  Vanderlyn  sold  the  12  x 18  foot  canvas  to  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment for  $10,000  for  use  in  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol  in  Washington,  D.C.  Subsequently  Vistus 
Balch  made  an  engraving  of  it.  Then  James  Smillie  did  his  own  miniature  version  for  the  15c 
1869  stamp,  and  Alfred  Jones  and  Charles  Skinner  for  the  2c  Columbian.  For  currency  it  was 
interpreted  for  a proposed  design  for  $1  Legal  Tender  Notes  and  actual  designs  for  the  $5  first 
charter  National  Bank  Notes  as  illustrated  herein.  The  complete  story  of  these  developments  is 
told  in  Gene  Hessler’s  U.S.  Essay,  Proof  and  Specimen  Notes,  which  is  still  available  from  BNR 
Press,  Box  157,  Portage,  OH  43451  for  $19.50. 

(Catalog  numbers  of  foreign  notes  are  from  Pick’s  Standard  Catalog  of  Paper  Money,  Volumes  one  and  two. 
Those  numbers  including  the  prefix  “S”  are  from  Volume  one.) 

Figure  1.  The  so-called  “Versailles  Portrait”  used  for  a Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
engraving  by  G.F.C.  Smillie;  usage,  if  any,  unknown.  An  American  Bank  Note  Co.  version  was 
used  for  the  Puerto  Rico  $5  note,  P 11,  image  reversed,  and  the  Uruguay  100  pesos,  P S214,  also 
with  reversed  image.  This  portrait  has  been  utilized  for  stamps  also,  such  as  the  Costa  Rica  Scott 
type  A76  of  1923. 
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Figure  2.  “Columbus  in  Study”  used  for  the  $1,000  U.S.  Note  1869-1880,  Hessler  Nos. 
1380-1391.  According  to  Hessler,  it  was  engraved  by  Henry  Gugler.  This  has  also  appeared  in 
an  enlarged  version  of  the  BEP  souvenir  card  for  COMPEX  1973,  Scott  No.  29.  (For  more  infor- 
mation on  the  latter,  see  the  article  by  Dr.  Glenn  Jackson  in  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  122, 
Spring  1974). 

Figure  3.  “Columbus  on  the  Deck,”  American  Bank  Note  vignette  561  engraved  by  Louis  Del- 
noce.  Used  for  Venezuela  200  venezolanos  note,  P SI  12,  and  the  back  of  the  Mexico  5 pesos, 
P S257. 

Figure  4.  “First  Land,”  designed  by  Edwin  White  and  engraved  by  Charles  Burt.  Used  for 
Dominican  Republic  10  pesos  note,  P S106. 

Figure  5.  “Columbus  Discovering  America  1492,”  American  Bank  Note  vignette  366;  designer 
TA.  Liebler;  engraver,  Louis  Delnoce.  Used  on  the  Mexico  100  pesos,  P S457  and  463.  Origi- 
nally intended  for  U.S.  National  Currency,  but  the  contract  was  awarded  to  Continental  Bank 
Note  Co. 

Figure  6.  “Discovery  of  Land,”  American  Bank  Note  vignette  190;  artist  C.  Schussle;  engraver 
Joseph  P.  Ourdan  of  BEP.  Used  for  the  $1  U.S.  Note  of  1869-1917,  Hessler  Nos.  5-27.  Also  used 
on  the  1992  “Historic  Voyage”  souvenir  card  of  the  BEP. 

The  complete  BEP  souvenir  card  that  features  the  vignette  in  Figure  6.  The  other  engravings  are  a medallion 
of  Columbus  (misc.  die  8748)  engraved  by  Schofield  and  Benzing  for  the  Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition  certificate,  1915,  and  “Coat  of  Arms  of  Spain”  (misc.  die  3993)  engraved  by  W.G.  Phillips  in  1893 
as  part  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  Diploma. 

Figure  7.  “Landing  of  Columbus,”  engraved  by  De  Witt  Clinton  Hay,  used  on  Dominican 
Republic  10  pesos  note,  P S124. 

Figure  8.  A portrait  of  Columbus  engraved  by  G.F.C.  Smillie  in  1910  for  the  BEP,  source  of  the 
iconography  unknown.  There  is  no  record  of  its  use;  Hessler  speculates  it  may  have  been  used 
on  a White  House  or  other  government  invitation. 

Figure  9.  A proposed  vignette  by  American  Bank  Note  for  the  right  side  of  the  face  of  the  $5 
National  Currency  note.  Engraved  by  W.W.  Rice,  it  is  an  interpretation  of  the  theme  “America 
presented  to  the  Old  World.”  However,  a Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  version  was  ultimately 
used. 
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Coat  ofMrms  of  Spain 


"‘The  Ofistoric  Voyage ' 
1492  - 1992 
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Figure  6 on  BEP  card. 
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Figure  7. 


(The  following  two  vignettes  are  not  from  the  Grill  Collection.) 


Figure  8. 


Figure  9. 
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Interpretations  of  the  “Landing  of  Columbus”  for  U.S.  Currency 

The  proposed  and  unfinished  face  design  for  a $1  Legal  Tender  Note  eventually  formed  the 
basis  for  the  accepted  back  design  of  the  $5  National  Bank  Note  first  charter  period.  Because 
of  the  exigencies  of  the  Civil  War  period,  the  engraving  of  the  $5  backs  was  done  by  at  least  five 
different  men.  At  first  glance  all  look  alike  but  subtle  differences  were  discovered  by  Dr.  Glenn 
Jackson  from  actual  issued  notes.  According  to  Gene  Hessler,  further  research  is  ongoing  about 
the  possibility  of  multiple  engraving  variations  on  the  face  also.  The  back  variations  are  detailed 
in  his  aforementioned  book  on  currency  essays. 


Compare  the  2c  Columbian  stamp  with  the  bank  note  engravings. 
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The  $5  National  Bank  Note  is  completely  Columbian  in  theme,  face  and  back.  Featured 
on  the  front  are  two  vignettes,  both  engraved  by  Louis  Delnoce  after  art  by  Charles  Fenton.  At 
left  is  Columbus  in  sight  of  land,  and  at  right,  America  presented  to  the  Old  World. 
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U.S.  $1  Note  with  vignette  shown  in  Figure  6. 
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New  York  Times  of  Jan.  15,  1893  Reviews  the 
U.S.  Columbian  Designs 


Leafing  through  Stanley  Gibbons  Monthly  Journal  of  Feb.  28,  1893  yields  the  following 
tongue-in-cheek  review  of  the  merits  of  the  controversial  Columbian  series  designs,  with 
emphasis  on  the  peccadillos  of  John  Wanamaker,  the  merchant  prince/Postmaster  General 
responsible  for  the  stamps: 


MR.  WANAMAKER’S  NEW  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


A great  misconception  seems  to  have  fallen  upon  certain  persons  claiming  to  possess  the  artistic  tem- 
perament, who  have  said  things  about  the  new  Columbian  postage  stamps  issued  by  a rejoicing  Govern- 
ment to  celebrate  America’s  jubilee  year.  These  critics  have  complained  that  the  new  stamps  are  not  artistic 
enough  for  them;  that  the  pictures  selected  for  reproduction  on  the  stamps  are  so  crowded  with  figures  as 
to  be  “unsatisfactory”;  that  only  the  3 cent  stamp,  showing  the  flagship  of  Columbus,  and  the  5 dollar 
stamp,  showing  the  bust  of  the  same  great  man,  are  worth  considering  as  works  of  art. 

The  whole  chorus  of  objection  goes  to  prove  that  these  critics  persist  in  assuming  that  their  own  point 
of  view  is  the  only  possible  one,  whereas  every  sensible  man  knows  that  in  art  he  often  likes  what  his  neigh- 
bour does  not,  just  as  it  is  said  to  be  a poor  word  which  cannot  be  spelled  in  more  than  one  way. 

The  fact  is  that  these  Columbian  stamps  were  devised  mainly  as  educational  leaflets  for  the  people,  who 
with  them  might  study  the  history  of  the  discovery  of  America.  To  this  end  pictures  were  printed  on  the 
stamps  showing  several  episodes  of  that  interesting  period.  Some  of  these  pictures  are  replicas  of  the  groups 
to  be  seen  on  certain  greenbacks  of  comfortable  denominations,  and  in  certain  bronze  door  and  hand  paint- 
ings in  oil,  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  If  anybody  is  foolish  enough  to  ask  why  the  people  may 
not  study  the  originals,  it  should  be  said  that  even  in  this  happy  Republic,  blest  as  it  is  with  Trusts  for  the 
conserving  of  money  in  every  kind  of  business,  it  might  yet  happen  that  some  few  persons  would  not  get  a 
chance  to  keep  such  greenbacks,  doors,  or  paintings  in  the  house  for  regular  study  after  dinner  by  the  chil- 
dren and  their  elders.  Postage  stamps  of  the  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  or  10  cent  denominations,  however,  are  within  the 
reach  of  the  poorest  citizen. 

But,  waiving  the  educational  thesis  for  the  moment,  nobody  has  any  right  to  question  the  competency 
of  the  Post-office  Department  as  an  authority  in  Art,  however  big  the  A.  Nobody  disputed  a French  mon- 
arch when  he  said  that  he  was  the  State,  and  nobody,  until  next  March  at  least,  will  dispute  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Wanamaker  is  the  Post-office  Department.  Now,  when  it  comes  to  Art,  Mr.  Wanamaker  is  “right  in  it 
with  both  feet,”  as  they  say  who  speak  with  tongues.  Mr.  Wanamaker  has  achieved  a reputation  for  selling 
a great  deal  of  artistic  stuff  for  very  little  money  in  his  Grand  Emporium.  He  has  felt  himself  bound  to  do 
just  as  well  by  the  people  in  the  Post-office.  Therefore  he  gives  a great  many  small  figures  for  2 cents,  and 
who  shall  say  generosity  is  not  artistic?  And  if  any  man  is  disposed  to  question  the  ability  of  Mr. 
Wanamaker  to  know  real  bang-up  high  art  when  he  sees  it,  let  him  read,  in  a letter  from  Paris  printed 
recently,  a description  of  a new  driving  coat  which  the  good  man  has  just  caused  to  be  constructed  for  him- 
self. It  is  made  by  the  same  tailor  and  upon  the  same  model  as  a coat  worn  by  Mile.  Darland,  of  the  Theatre 
Gymnase,  in  the  course  of  the  “turn”  which  that  young  lady  “does”  upon  those  gladsome  boards.  The  mate- 
rial of  Mile.  Darland’s  coat  is  white  waterproof  cloth,  lined  throughout  with  fur.  Mr.  Wanamaker’s  is  of 
white  box  cloth,  and  both  coats  are  fastened  with  white  pearl  buttons.  Let  no  prying  person  ask  how  Mr. 
Wanamaker  happened  to  examine  Mile.  Darland’s  coat.  Let  no  profane  one  inquire  who  payed  [sic]  for  the 
same.  Doubtless  Mr.  Wanamaker  payed  [sic]  for  his  own  coat,  and,  after  bringing  it  through  the  Custom 
House  free  as  part  of  his  ordinary  wearing  apparel,  he  will  probably  wear  it  down  to  the  store  some  day— for 
men  to  gasp  at  and  women  to  worship. 

There  seems  to  be  no  limb  left,  as  they  would  say  in  Philadelphia,  for  critics  of  the  new  stamps  to  stand 
upon.  They  are  educational,  artistic,  cheap  at  the  price,  and  fair  to  see,  as  are,  speaking  in  the  Ollendorfian 
manner,  the  beautiful  white  box  coat  of  the  burlesque  lady  and  the  pearl  buttons  of  the  good 
Postmaster-General. 


WORLD  COLUMBIAN  STAMP  EXPO'92 
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Proposed  design,  or  “essay”  in  traditional  terminology,  for  the  World  Columbian  Stamp  Expo  ’92  issue  of  Jan. 
24,  1992.  Designer,  Richard  Sheaff.  Features  the  “landing  of  Columbus”  theme  of  the  15c  1869  pictorial  issue. 


r//. 
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WORLD 
COLUMBIAN 
STAMP  EXPO '92 

Chicago,  May  22-31,1992 


Another  proposal  by  Sheaff  very  close  to  the  accepted  design  in  vertical  format  but  omit- 
ting the  wording  “Detail  of  U.S.  1869  Stamp”  in  lower  left  corner  as  seen  on  the  issued 
stamp. 
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C*  MtMIATURK  f'AO-StMiVe  “wOHSV  ORoetJ  “ 


ELYEIA,  OHIO. 


— 


Syngraphic  Sidelines 

American  Express  Co.  Money  Orders 

One  of  the  more  recent  points  of  convergence  between  philately  and  syngraphics  is  the  col- 
lecting and  study  of  money  orders,  postal  or  otherwise,  and  their  role  in  monetary  history.  The 
Postal  Order  Society  in  Great  Britain  has  published  Postal  Order  News  since  1986. 

Two  covers  turned  up  recently  which  have  both  philatelic  and  syngraphic  applications  and 
would  fit  in  collections  of  adherents  to  either  specialty.  They  bear  corner  cards  that  illustrate  “in 
miniature”  facsimiles  of  American  Express  money  orders.  One  is  dated  May  26,  1893,  the  other 
Aug.  24,  1905.  The  format  of  the  order  on  the  later  cover  is  somewhat  different  than  that  on  the 
earlier  one,  although  the  amount  and  the  names  of  the  fictitious  payee  and  the  maker  of  the 
order  are  the  same.  The  back  of  the  1905  cover  also  bears  advertising  on  the  flap  for  American 
Express  monetary  services.  Note  the  use  of  the  2c  Columbian  stamp  on  the  1893  cover. 
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Rosenthal  Collection  of  Columbians  and 
Trans-Mississippis  to  be  Sold  by 
Private  Treaty 

FTER  public  display  at  the  forthcoming  World  Columbian  Stamp  Expo  in  Chicago, 
May  22-31,  1992,  the  renowned  collection  of  the  first  two  U.S.  commemorative  stamp 

series  formed  by  Jack  Rosenthal  of  Casper,  Wyoming,  will  be  sold  by  private  treaty 

through  Andrew  Levitt.  Mr.  Rosenthal,  well-known  to  EPJ  readers,  is  probably  the  leading 
U.S.  essay/proof  collector  today.  The  segments  of  his  holdings  to  be  sold  also  include  outstand- 
ing single  stamps  and  multiples  in  the  finest  condition  available  as  well  as  significant  covers 
since  his  aim  was  to  display  each  denomination  in  full,  from  the  first  attempts  at  a design  to  the 
many  uses  of  the  issued  stamps. 

A colorful  sales  brochure  is  available  for  one  dollar  from  Mr.  Levitt  at  P.O.  Box  342,  Dan- 
bury, CT  06813,  telephone  203-743-5291.  Notable  among  the  essay/proof  items  are  the  following 
as  described  in  this  brochure: 


The  Columbian  Collection 

• The  10  Columbian  section  has  engravings  of  the  derivation  of  the  design  followed  by  the 
unique  essay,  the  pencil-concept  for  the  10  and  100  values  done  by  Lyman  H.  Bagg.  A number 
of  other  essays  of  the  10  such  as  the  unique  silver  print  models  and  ferrotype  plates  are 
included.  The  collection  goes  on  with  the  engraver’s  progressive  die  proofs,  the  large  die  in 
several  different  forms,  the  small  dies  in  both  the  1903  “Roosevelts”  and  the  extremely  rare 
1915  “Southgate”  Panama-Pacifics.  The  plate  proofs  are  complete  including  a top  plateblock 
of  20.  Two  pages  from  an  American  Bank  Note  Company  presentation  album  contain  proofs 
of  the  full  set  of  16,  signed  or  initialed  by  the  engraving  team  which  produced  each  image. 

• The  20  Columbian  section  not  only  demonstrates  the  full  array  of  trial  colors  but  shows  the 
narrow  numeral  2 in  the  essay  and  wider  numeral  2 in  both  the  trial  color  and  the  die  proof 
stage.  Also  explained  are  the  engraver’s  guidelines  outside  of  the  frame  at  the  sides  and  the 
bottom  of  the  design.  Mr.  Rosenthal  has  blown  up  photographs  of  each  of  these  areas  in  order 
to  show  the  differences. 

• The  30  denomination  has  a unique  group  of  essays  including  an  outstanding  model  in  pencil, 
pen  and  ink,  a small  die  proof  on  bond  rather  than  wove  paper. 

• The  40  denomination  has  a unique  silver  print  model  and  an  array  of  31  trial  color  proofs,  each 
distinctly  different.  This  is  the  most  complete  group  that  has  ever  been  assembled.  The  proofs 
include  the  blue  error  of  color  die  proof  as  well  as  a beautiful  unused  example  of  the  stamp. 

• The  50  denomination  includes  two  essay  models  plus  the  progressive  die  proofs.  Of  particular 
interest  here  is  the  Rosenthal  discovery  of  the  Three  Grid  High  Boxes  at  the  bottom  of  the 
design  which  now  defines  the  difference  between  the  proofs  and  the  essays.  This  discovery  has 
been  recognized  in  the  U.S.  Specialized  Stamp  Catalogue.  The  trial  colors  of  the  50  are  excep- 
tionally complete  with  21  different  hues. 

• The  60  includes  the  ferrotype  plate  and  its  ink-filled  impression  as  well  as  the  progressive  die 
proofs.  There  is  a hybrid  large  die  from  an  American  Bank  Note  Company  salesman’s  sample 
book. 
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• The  80  section  includes  a series  of  engraver’s  progressive  die  proofs. 

• The  100  contains  the  ferrotype  plate,  a series  of  five  engravers’  progressive  die  proofs,  the  full 
complement  of  die  and  plate  proofs,  and  a magnificent  top  plate  block  of  10  of  the  stamp. 

• The  150  Columbian  grouping  highlights  the  unique  silver  print  and  watercolor  essay,  three 
stages  of  the  progressive  die  proofs,  an  excellent  showing  of  the  plate  proofs  and  an  outstand- 
ing bottom  plate  block  of  10.  Among  the  large  die  proofs  is  an  American  Bank  Note  Company 
salesman’s  sample  hybrid  page  and  a posthumous  proof  on  wove. 

• The  300  encompasses  the  ferrotype,  a unique  silver  print  watercolor  essay,  and  an  outstanding 
showing  of  the  four  stages  of  the  progressive  dies,  a full  array  of  the  proofs,  including  a unique 
full  sheet  of  50  of  the  300  trial  color  plate  proof  in  black.  Of  special  interest  is  a unique  progres- 
sive proof  with  the  handwritten  instruction  to  the  engravers  by  American  Bank  Note  Presi- 
dent James  MacDonough. 

• The  500  also  shows  in  remarkable  fashion  the  four  stages  of  the  progressive  die  proofs  and  a 
near  perfect  plate  block  of  eight  of  the  stamp  as  well  as  a plate  block  of  the  plate  proof. 

• The  $1  contains  an  outstanding  group  of  essays,  including  the  ferrotype,  the  four  stages  of  the 
progressive  dies  and  a plate  block  proof  of  eight. 

• The  $2  has  an  exceptional  array  of  progressive  and  trial  color  proofs  including  the  bottom 
imprint  and  plate  number  block  of  10  in  a plate  proof. 

• The  $3  Columbian  shows  the  ferrotype,  the  progressive  dies,  two  proof  plate  blocks  — one  on 
India  and  one  on  card,  with  the  pencilled  approval  of  American  Bank  Note  President  James 
MacDonough,  and  a full  sheet  of  50  of  the  $3  plate  proof,  which  contains  two  plate  blocks. 

• The  $4  Columbian  unit  is  outstanding.  Following  the  ferrotype  impression  are  five  progressive 
dies  including  a wash  drawing  model.  There  is  a signed  approved  plate  proof  plate  block  of 
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10,  a full  sheet  of  50  of  the  card  proof  and  two  extremely  rare,  probably  unique  posthumous 
proofs,  one  pale  aniline  rose  on  thin  wove  card  and  the  other  black  on  wove. 

• The  $5  Columbian  unit  is  nothing  short  of  breathtaking.  It  includes  a letter  from  the 
engraver  — Charles  Skinner  dated  1893  and  a magnificent  holding  of  the  progressive  die 
proofs  showing  all  five  states,  one  bearing  the  design  approval  signature  of  Assistant  Post- 
master General  A.D.  Hazen.  Three  different  positions  of  the  plate  block  plate  proofs,  two  of 
eight  subjects  and  one  of  ten,  are  exhibited. 


The  Trans-Mississippi  Collection 

• The  essay  section  contains  virtually  all  of  the  pieces,  including  pencil  sketches  in  Brazer’s 
48-page  1939  publication  A Historical  Catalog  of  US.  Stamp  Essays  and  Proofs— The  Omaha, 
Trans- Mississippi  Issue  of  1898.  It  features  a number  of  new  discoveries  by  Mr.  Rosenthal  of 
previously  unlisted  states  of  the  progressive  dies.  The  advance  preparation  for  and  the  changes 
required  for  this  Spanish-American  War  interrupted  issue  are  covered  in  detail.  Much  of  the 
information  comes  from  the  personal  diaries  of  the  engravers. 

• The  10  and  20  Trans-Mississippi  sections  demonstrate  the  result  of  exhaustive  study  of  these 
stamps.  There  are  the  famous  “Rosewater”  unique  wash  drawings  of  the  five  values  so  ren- 
dered, along  with  derivation  of  design  and  the  multiple  states  of  the  engravers’  progressive 
vignette  die  proofs.  The  10  includes  a striking  group  of  essays.  Both  the  10  and  20  show  the  full 
sweep  of  the  die  essays,  and  the  20  shows  an  exceptional  group  of  trial  color  essays.  There  is 
also  the  full  set  of  the  trial  color  plate  proofs,  as  well  as  three  different  types  of  large  die  proofs, 
which  is  the  case  for  all  nine  denominations  through  the  $2,  one  of  which  is  a famous  control 
number  set.  The  composite  models  used  in  the  switch  of  subject  for  the  20  and  $2  values  are 
shown  in  great  detail.  Both  the  10  and  20,  as  with  all  other  denominations  show  the  small  die 
proofs  from  the  1903  “Roosevelt”  and  the  1915  “Southgate”  Panama-Pacific  sets.  The  “Speci- 
mens” are  shown  in  both  violet  and  black. 

• The  40  Trans-Mississippi  shows  the  derivation  of  the  design  with  the  Indian  Hunting  Buffalo 
vignette  essay.  Also  included  is  the  die  proof  of  the  extremely  rare  “Cheyenne  Warrior” 
rejected  design  by  Frederic  Remington.  The  40  section  continues  with  the  progressive  vignette 
die  essays,  state  one  through  state  six,  then  the  trial  color  die  essays  in  nine  different  colors. 
There  are  five  different  die  color  essays  and  five  engravers’  progressive  die  proofs.  Large  and 
small  dies  are  presented  as  in  all  denominations. 

• The  50  Trans-Mississippi  starts  off  with  the  wash  drawing,  the  progressive  vignette  die  essays, 
seven  different  trial  color  die  essays,  the  bi-color  essays,  the  engravers’  progressive  die  proofs 
and  the  large  and  small  dies  ending  with  the  specimens. 

• The  80  Trans-Mississippi  section  has  the  only  known  state  of  the  progressive  vignette  die 
proof,  which  was  unknown  to  Brazer;  then  a frame  proof  and  a magnificent  working  model. 
There  are  11  trial  color  die  essays  in  different  colors  followed  by  the  bi-color  essays,  large  and 
small  die  proofs  and  specimens. 

• The  100  Trans-Mississippi  begins  with  the  derivation  of  design— the  wash  drawing,  the 
progressive  die  essays,  15  trial  color  essays  in  different  colors,  the  bi-color  essays,  large  and 
small  dies,  a posthumous  proof  and  specimens,  the  stamps  showing  the  color  shades  and 
finally,  the  full  sheet.  There  is  an  interesting  section  showing  how  the  vignette  was  fitted  into 
the  frame. 
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• The  500  Trans-Mississippi  has  the  five  states  of  the  progressive  vignette  die  essays  — a magni- 
ficent grouping;  11  different  trial  color  essays,  the  bi-color  essays  as  well  as  the  large  and  small 
die  proofs  and  specimens.  A study  showing  a late  engraving  change  is  a masterpiece  of  phila- 
telic research. 

• The  $1  Trans-Mississippi  “Western  Cattle  in  Storm,”  generally  considered  the  most  dramatic 
of  U.S.  stamp  designs,  starts  off  with  the  derivation  of  design,  the  “Rosewater”  wash  drawing, 
and  engravings  of  “The  Vanguard.”  Then  there  is  the  progressive  vignette  die  essays  of  the  $1 
complete  from  state  one  through  five.  There  are  11  bi-color  essays  in  an  array  of  colors  fol- 
lowed by  the  bi-color  essay  in  the  proposed  issue  color.  The  $1  value  continues  with  the 
engravers  progressive  die  proofs,  the  large  and  small  dies. 

• The  $2  section  traces  the  switch  in  subject  with  the  20  value.  It  contains  the  five  states  of  the 
progressive  vignette  die  essays,  seven  trial  color  die  essays  in  the  different  colors,  the  bi-color 
essays,  the  engravers’  progressive  die  proofs  — a beautiful  showing  in  this  area  and  the  large 
and  small  dies  and  the  specimens.  Included  are  a number  unknown  to  Brazer  or  Brookman. 


Thk  Essay-ProoI'  Journal  193/ 1st  Quarter  1992/ Vol.  49,  No.  1 


47 


WANTED 


C-11  or  C-23  Proof 

Plus  Any  Other  Pre-Printing  Material 

Or  Information  Of  Such  Items  That  May  Exist 

David  Bize 
Rt.  5 

Lincoln,  NE  68508 
402-476-1414 


COMPREHENSIVE  STOCK  OF 

U.S.  (and  few  B.N.A.)  ESSAYS 

(especially  1851-57,  1869  and  Banknotes) 
and  PROOFS  (including  Trial  Colors) 
and  SPECIMEN  Overprints 
Available  to  you  an  approval 
Your  specific  want  list  appreciated. 

Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02108 
Phone  (617)  523-2522 

CSA  APS  EPS 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  «give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  in  your  field.  . . . 


700  SPRINGMILL  STREET 
MANSFIELD,  OHIO  44903 


Excellent  Stock  of  U.S, 
Proofs,  Trial  Color  Proofs, 
Essays  and  B-O-B. 

SEND  $1.00  IN  POSTAGE 
FOR  MY  15  PAGE  PRICE  LIST! 


WILLIAM  S.  LANGS 

P.O.  Box  46 
New  Milford,  NJ  07646 
Ph.201-836-0880  • FAX  201-801-0460 


QUESTIONS  ABOUT  AUCTIONS? 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about  auctioning  your  philatelic 
property  through  Harmers  and  the  many  other  unique  services 
we  offer  are  detailed  in  our  brochure  “Philatelic  Selling”  It  is  yours 
for  the  asking! 


PHILATELIC  SELLING 


RESERVE  YOUR  SPACE  NOW  FOR  OUR  1992-1993  AUCTION  SEASON 


THE  THREE  HARMER  OPTIONS 
AUCTION  • PRIVATE  TREATY  • DIRECT  PURCHASE 

Write  now  and  request  the  most  informative  booklet  in  Philately,  or  contact 
Jack  LaCalamito  or  Richard  Debney  on  our  Sellers  Number  1-800-223-6076. 

harmers./ NEW  YORK  INC 

International  Stamp  Auctioneers 
14  EAST  33rd  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  NY  10016 
Telephone:  (212)  532-3700 


Minimum  Market  Value  $2,000  Auction,  $1,000  Private  Treaty  and  Direct  Purchase 

AUCTIONEERS  OF  THE  DALE/LICHTENSTEIN  COLLECHONS 

Sales  to  date  $11^00,000.00 


